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The Department of Overseas Trade (Development & Intelligence). 


Head Office— 


35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W. 1, 


Telephone No.: Victoria 9040. 


Telegraphic Address: ‘“ Advan Vie, London.” 
Copz: A.B.C. (5th Eprrion). 


City Office— 
73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 2. 


Telephone No.: London Wall 4713. , 
Telegraphic Address: “Advantage, Stock, London. 


FOREIGN SAMPLES EXHIBITION, 7-11, Old Bailey, E.C.4. Telephone: City 1866. 





A CLEARING HOUSE FOR INFORMATION 
Assistance to British Traders. 


Through the wide ramifications of its overseas intelligence 
service the Department of Overseas Trade receives a constant 
flow of valuable information from all important overseas markets, 
tia all commercial subjects of interest to British traders 
engaged in export trade. ‘This information is collated end is 
sent to any British trader likely to be interested. 

Special enquiries are instituted in response to direct requests 
for information, if such informaton is not already in the possession 
of the Department. 

As indicating the nature of the information which the Depart- 
ment is in a position to supply, mention may be made of the 
following :—Foreign and Colonial contracts open to tender, and 
other openings for British trade; existing and probable future 
demand for specific lines of British goods; the extent and nature 
of competition and the best methods of meeting it ; usual methods 
of business, terms of credit, payment, etc.; agency conditions; 
Customs Regulations and Tariffs; Regulations covering Commer- 
cial Travellers, Certificates of Origin, etc., sources of supply, 
prices, etc., of trade products; Shipping and Transport, etc. The 
Department also supplies lists of names of likely importers of 
British goods or of firms or individuals considered suitable to act 
as representatives or agents of British firms. 

CO-OPERATION WITH THE COMMERCIAL COMMUNITY. 

The aim of the Department is to co-operate as closely as possible 
with the commercial community in its efforts to rebuild and, 
where feasible, to increase its pre-war export trade. Officers of 
the Department, both from Overseas and from Headquarters, 
visit periodically Chambers of Commerce in the industrial centres 
of the Kingdom, in order to keep in close touch with business 
men. 


FOREIGN COMPETITION IN OVERSEAS MARKETS. 

For a trader successfully to compete in foreign markets, it is 
necessary that he should know the goods which competitors are 
offering. The Department has, therefore, formed a very exten- 
sive collection, which is being constantly increased, of samples of 
foreign competitive goods and commercial products. Over 70,000 
such samples are now available for inspection by British traders 





at the Department’s Showrooms, 7 to 11, Old Bailey, E.C. Adver 
tising plays a large part in export, as in home trade, and the 
Department has collected over 16,000 foreign trade catalogues 
(including German and Austrian) which may also be inspected at 
the above address. The collection has been efficiently indexed 
under both Articles of Manufacture and Names of Manufacturers. 


THE BRITISH TRADER ABROAD. 

Representatives of British firms when travelling abroad can 
obtain much valuable information from a man who is in close 
daily contact with the commercial life of the country concerned. 
British firms should, therefore, instruct their _ travelling 
representatives to call upon H.M. Commercial Dip'omatic 
Officers in foreign countries, or H.M. Trade Commissioners 1n 
the countries of the Empire, who will give them first-hand 
unbiassed information, and will do all in their power to assist 
them in their business. 


FAIRS AND EXHIBITIONS. 

The Department organises Fairs and Exhibitions at which 
British traders have the opportunity of displaying their goods 
before buyers of all nations. At the best-known of these Fairs— 
the British Industries Fair—held during February and March of 
1920, British manufacturers are estimated to have taken orders 
amounting to over £10,000,000 


CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION. 

One of the most important services rendered by the Department 
is the supply of confidential information regarding trade openings 
and other matters likely to be of interest to manufacturers and 
merchants. This is done chiefly by means of the Special Register, 
concerning which details are given below. 


APPLICATIONS. 

Any British trader desiring business information regarding 
conditions in any overseas markets, or upon any specific point, or 
who desires to take advantage in any way of the facilities offered, 
should communicate with or apply to:— Department of Overseas 
Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W.1. 








OPPORTUNITIES FOR TRADE IN OVERSEAS MARKETS. 


The Department’s Special Register Service. 


The trader who hag at his command a sure and prompt supply 
of information concerning possible developments in countries 
abroad, or any other specific openings for British trade, is in an 
immeasurably more favourable position for securing business 
than he who depends for his information upon publication of 
the news. The one receives a considerable start in the com- 
petitive race, while the other suffers a handicap which, in very 
many cases, practically nullifies his chances of securing the 
business. 

Information of this kind is reaching the Department of Over- 
seas Trade in increasing volume from its commercial] representa- 
tives who are now stationed in every important market abroad. 
British firms wishing to make sure of receiving information of 
interest to them should enrol themselves on the Special Register 
of the Department. 

Publicity is, of course, given in the “ Board of Trade Journal ”’ 
or in the Trade Press to many of the reports received by the 
Department. A great mass of the information coming to the De- 
partment cannot, however, be so treated because of its confidential 
or semi-confidential character. When a report relates to a 
specific opening for trade or to some other matter upon -vhich 
it is desirable that British firms should have advance informa- 
tion, it is sent by means of the Special Register Service to all 
those firms to which it is likely to be of interest. 

The Special Register comprises, at present, the names of some 
3,500 British firms, manufacturing or dealing in British goods. 
These firms are grouped and classified according to both the 
nature of the goods and the markets in which they are interested, 
thus facilitating the despatch of relative information and avoiding 
as far as possible the receipt of particulars which are of no 
interest tothem. At the same time it is thought desirable to send 
the firms too much rather than too little so as to ensure that they 
get a!l news which is of use to them. 

The fee for admission to the Special Register is £2 4s. 6d. per 
annum and, in return for this subscription, the firms who kave 
enrolled themselves not only get the “Board of Trade Journal ”’ 
every week, but they are assured of obtaining promptly, by 
means of the Special Register Series of confidentia] circulars, 
every report or item of news likely to concern them. Sometimes 
these reports contain advance information which subsequently 
becomes general!y known. Frequently they contain information 
which it is desired to keep confidential, so that British firms may 
reap full benefit from it. 





AMOUNT OF INFORMATION SUPPLIED. 

The amount of information supplied to the various trades 
naturally differs, but some idea of the aggregate volume of in- 
formation disseminated through this Service may be gained when 
it is stated that the average number of Special Register circulars 
distributed during a quarter ranges between 300 and 400. 


VALUE OF INFORMATION RECEIVED. 

It is obviously impossible to measure in pounds, shillings and 
pence, the value to British firms of the information thus 
received. In cases where business results, the actual value of the 
transaction in question may be great or small, but there is ample 
evidence that long-lasting and profitable business connexions 
frequently owe their inception to an initial transaction due to 
information received through this Service. 

Were it desirable to do so, a large number of cases could be 
cited in which useful and valuable business has resulted from 
action taken by British firms on information sent to them through 
the Special Register Service. 


QUALIFICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP. 

Any United Kingdom firm engaged in the export trade supply- 
ing goods solely or mainly of United Sieginen production is 
eligible for admission to the Special Register. 

The Register is not open to non-British Traders. 

As stated above, the fee for admission to the Register is 
£2 4s. 6d. per annum, which includes the annual subscription 
to the “Board of Trade Journal.”’ 

Those British firms who desire their names to be included on 
the Special Register should communicate with the Comptroller- 
General, Department of Overseas Trade (Development ard 
Inte!ligence), 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W.1. 


HANDBOOK OF THE DEPARTMENT OF OVERSEAS 
TRADE. 


The officers of the Department not infrequently come into 
contact with British traders who are unaware, or not fully 
aware, of the information and assistance which the Department 
can supply to them. For this reason a Handbook has been 
6 arnt which gives particulars as to the organisation of the 

epartment at home and abroad and as to the various ways in 
which the Department can help British export trade. Copies of 
the Handbook can be obtained. free of charge, on application to 
the Department of Overseas Trade (Development and _ Intelli- 
gence), 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W.1. 
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The Board of Trade. 


COAL. 


WEEKLY OUTPUT. 








Provisional figures for the weekly tonnage output of 
coal during the four weeks ended 19th March are given 


below. 


The output of coal for the week ended 19th March was 
4,240,400 tons, against 4,275,800 tons in the previous 
week. For the corresponding week in 1920 the output 


was 4,872,642 tons. 








26th Feb. 5th Mar. 12th Mar. 19th Mar. 
Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons. 
Northumberland 203,400 174,600 210,500 166,400 
Durham ' 599,500 620,400 594,500 562,000 
Yorkshire : = 747,400 764,300 766,700 783,800 
Lancashire, Cheshire, 
and North Wales .. 416,200 419,000 419,400 429 600 
Derby, Nottingham, 
and Leicester ne 576,800 583,500 591,500 608,200 
Stafford, Shropshire, 
Warwick, Worcester 356,800 355,900 359,000 365,000 
South Wales and Mon- 
mouthshire : 689,600 592,200 617,800 607,100 
Other English 
Districts 89,300 94,000 92,900 94, 600 
Scotland 642,400 655,100 623,500 623,700 
Total ei .. 4,321,400 4,259,000 4,275,800 4,240,400 





THE COAL..MINES (DE-CONTROL) ACT. 

The Coal Mines (De-Control) Bill, of whieh asummary 
was published in the ‘‘Journal’” of 10th March, was 
passed, unamended, through all stages in the two Houses 
of Parliament, and received the Royal Assent on 24th 
instant. 





OUTPUT, COSTS AND PROFITS: 
FEBRUARY, 1921. 

The following statistical summary has been issued 
showing output, the costs of production, proceeds and 
profits of the coal mining industry for the month ended 
28th February, 1921 :— 

Great Britain. 
Out put— Tons. 





Mi i ctusttmeuncarlcs 17,126,000 
2. Mine consumption and miners’ coal ......... 1,957 ,580 
3. Tonnage disposable commercially* ............ 15,168,420 
Per ton 
disposable 
commer- 
Amount. cially. 
Cost of Production— £ Game 
IID ssiusisiidoiacdmsnateiciiiin’ teuguminncten 22,223,764 29/ 3-63 
5. Stores and timber ................... 4,611,271 6/ 0-96 
6. Other costs (management, salaries, 
insurances, repairs, office, selling 
and general expenses, etc.) ....... 2,202,601 2/10°85 
eae een 504,093 7-98 
OO a 29,541,729 38/11-42 
‘9. Deduct proceeds of miners’ coalt 142,565 (2-26 





10. Net costs 
 *-Proceeds— 
11. Commercial disposals ................ 24,862,768 32/ 9-39 


lenlibntiiinnbitiutinnndievaes 29,399,164 38/ 9-16 





12. Balancef{— 
Debits 4,536,396 5/11-77 


ED kcccocm pee ne a e~ —_ ak 


13. Number of workpeople employed 1,218,798 
14. Tonnage raised per person employed _...... 14-05 
15. Earnings per person employed ................ £18/4/8 








*Of the 15,168,420 tons disposed of commercially, 2,767,880 
tons were shipped for export and foreign bunkers, mainlv 
from South Wales and Monmouthshire, Northumberland, and 
Durham. 

+The proceeds of miners’ coal, so far as it is supplied at 
special prices, are treated as a reduction of the cost of pro- 
ducing the coal disposed of commercially, and the deduc- 
tions in the “‘per ton’? columns have been calculated by 
dividing the proceeds of miners’ coal by the tonnage dis- 
posable commercially. 

tIn addition to the deficit shown in Item 12, provision has 
to be made for:—depreciation ; interest on dehentures and 
other loans; capital adjustments under the Finance Acts; 
and the profit to which the owners are entitled under the 
Coal Mines (Emergency) Act, 1920. 





‘THE BOARD OF TRADE—coniinued. 
THE BULLETIN OF STATISTICS. 
INDUSTRIAL DEPRESSION. 








Number Four of the Second Volume of the Monthly © 


Bulletin of Statistics (Supreme Economic Council) in- 
cludes figures received during January and February 
last. The most recent statistics available afford some 
indication of the seriousness of the industrial depression 
prevailing throughout the world. The production of 
such important commodities as coal, pig iron, crude 
steel] and sugar are considerably below the quantities 
available in the year 1913. Shipbuilding is stagnant. 
Imports and exports, measured by value, show a declin- 
ing tendency. Orders are held back in view of the 
present high prices and in anticipation of material 
reductions in the near future. The fall in freights and 
the decline in cargo offering have caused shipowners to 
lay up many vessels. In most countries the amount of 
paper money in circulation has undergone but little 
reduction. Unemployment is serious in extent and in 
magnitude and appears to be increasing. Wage reduc- 
tions and the working of short time are reducing the 
purchasing power of the people in many countries. 


PRICE MOVEMENTS. 


‘The great rise in prices which has taken place as the 
result of the war of 1914-18 has caused greater interest 
to be taken in the movements of commodity prices than 
in pre-war days, and recent months have been rendered 
notable by the addition of several new Index Numbers 
of Wholesale Prices to those already published. Among 
the countries for which such index numbers have now 
become available are Germany, Norway and Denmark. 
The compilation of each of the new index numbers has 
been undertaken by an important newspaper and not by 
the Statistical Authorities of the country concerned. 
The publication of a wholesale price index number in 
the Netherlands, after having been suspended during 
the war, has been resumed on a wider basis. In the 
United Kingdom the computation of the old Board of 
Trade index number, based mainly on import and export 
values, has ceased, and the Statistical Department of 
the British Board of Trade now compiles an index 
number based on wholesale market prices, using the 
prices of a larger number of articles and taking the 
ecometric mean of the price changes as the index 
number. Other index numbers of wholesale prices which 
have been added in the present number relate to the 
Union of South Africa, Australia (Melbourne) and 
British India (Calcutta) 

Although these various index numbers vary greatly in 
constitution and in the method of computation, they 
all indicate a continuance of the tendency for prices to 
fall which has been in evidence for several months. 


Fatt IN WHOLESALE AND RETAIL PRicES COMPARED. 


The extent of the general fall in prices since 
September, 1920, as shown by the index numbers com- 
piled in some of the principal countries is indicated 
below. Except in the case of Germany (Berlin) and 
Italy (Milan), the fall in the average level of wholesale 
prices is now being reflected in that of retail prices. 

















Percentage Increase (+-) or Decrease (—) in the General 
Level of Prices. 
Wholesale. Retail. 
Between Between Between Between 
September December, | September | December, 
and Decem- | 1920, and and Decem- | 1920 and 
ber, 1920. January, ber, 1920. January, 
1921. 1921. 
United Kingdom :— Per cent. Per cent. Per cent. Per cent. 
Board of Trade :— 
Old Index Number — 8°6 Discontinued 
New Index Number —15°1 — 6°3 + 3°0 — §°4 
**Economist”’ 4 —22°5 — 5°2 (Ministry| of Labour.) 
**Statist’”’ - ah —16°7 — 4°8 
France .. ‘- i —17°3 — 6°6 + 4°2 — 3°3 
Sweden .. - - —17°4 —10°7 — 4°2 — 3°7 
Norway hei se —11°7 — 8°8 + 1°8 — 2° 
Denmark id sad —14°3 —15°0 Cannot) be stated. 
Italy a a a — 3°8 —~ +15°7 — 2°1 
Germany - i + 1°4 — 9°3 Cannot) be stated. 
United States :— 
Bureau of Labour .. —21°9 — 6°3 ) —12°1 — 3°4 
“Bradstreet’’ Kis —25°1 — 2°3 j Bureaju of Labour). 
Japan .. - “ —10°9 — 2°2 annot| be stated. 




















The Bulletin may be cbtained from H.M. Stationery 
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THE BOARD OF TRADE—continued. 
GERMAN ee: | a (RECOVERY) 








COMMITTEE APPOINTED. 


Under Section 5 of this Act, which took effect to-day, 
Thursday, 3lst March, the Board of Trade may by order 
take certain action, as indicated below :— 

(a) Under Section 1 of the Act, importers of German 
goods are to pay to the Customs a prescribed proportion of 
the value of the goods, not exceeding 50 per cent. The 
Board of Trade may reduce the prescribed proportion as 
respects articles of any class, make or description, or may 
exempt such articles from all the provisions of the Act. 

(b) Section 2 excludes from the provisions of the Act goods 
partially manufactured or produced in Germany which are 
not first consigned from that country and in which 25 per 
cent. or more of their value is attributable to processes of 
manufacture undergone since they last left Germany. The 
Board of Trade may vary this percentage as respects articles 
of any class, make or description. 

(c) Under Section 1, the Act shall not apply to goods im- 
ported before 15th April, if it is proved to the satisfaction 
of the Customs that the goods are imported in pursu :1:2e 
of a contract entered into before 8th March. The Board 
may, as respects articles of any make, class or description 
substitute some later date for 15th April. 

(d) Section 4 provides that where any person is liable, 
under a contract entered into before 8th March, to accept 
bills of exchange or make advances in connection with the 
importation of any goods, he may apply to the High Court ; 
and the Court, if satisfied that by reason of the provisions 
of this Act, the enforcement of the contract would result 
in serious hardship to him, may suspend or annul, or with 
the consent of the parties amend the contract as from such 
date as the Court may think fit, or stay any proceedings for 
the enforcement of the contract or any term thereof, or any 
rights arising under it, on such conditions (if any) as the 
Court may think fit. The Board of Trade may extend the 
classes of contract to which the Section relates. 

The Board are not, however, to make any order 
under any of the above provisions except on the recom- 
mendation of a Committee whom they are to appoint, 
consisting mainly of persons of financial, commercial or 
industrial experience. 

The following Committee hag accordingly been 
appointed by the Board of Trade, under Section 5 of 
the Act:— 

H. A. Trotter, Esq., Deputy Governor of the Bank of 
England (Chairman). 

H. B. Betterton, Esq., M.P., C.B.E. 

F. R. Davenport, Esq., Managing Director of Messrs. 
Willans and Robinson, Limited, Rugby. 

Stanley Machin, Esq., President of the London Chamber 
of Commerce. 

D. Withers, Esq., Manager, Foreign Branch, London 
County Westminster and Parr’s Bank. 

Captain G. W. Duncan (Secretary). 

Applications to the Board of Trade to make any 
order under any of the provisions referred to should be 
addressed to the Secretary, Board of Trade, Great 
George Street, Westminster, S.W. 1, and both the letter 
and envelope should be marked ‘‘ German Reparation.’’ 

[Notr.—A Notice to Importers and Agents and a Notice 
on Exemption of Contracts, etc., made before 8th March, 
1921, will be found in the ‘‘ Government Notices ’’ Section 
of this issue (page 363). 





DEPARTMENT OF OVERSEAS 
TRADE. 


HONORARY TRADE CORRESPONDENT AT 
ST. KITTS-NEVIS. 


With reference to the list of Honorary Trade Corre- 
spendents published from time to time in_ the 
‘" Journal,’’ the Department of Overseas Trade now 
notify that the Treasurer and Collector of Customs, St. 
Kitts-Nevis, has undertaken the duties of Honorary 
Trade Correspondent to that Department in the Presi- 
dency, in place of the Assistant Treasurer, whose post 
has been abolished. 











THE BOARD OF TRADE—continued. 


CATALOGUES FOR H.M. TRADE COMMIS. 
SIONER’S BUREAU OF INFORMATION 
AT TORONTO. 


In connection with the 42nd Annual Canadian 
National Exhibition at Toronto, which will be open from 
27th August to 10th September, a Bureau of Information 
will be maintained, as in former years, by the Trade 
Commissioner Service in Canada, and H.M. Trade 
Commissioner at Toronto has expressed a desire to 
receive from manufacturers, merchants, Chambers of 
Commerce, port authorities, and other commercial or 
industrial organisations, any trade literature or cata- 
logues they may care to send for distribution, free of 
charge, from the Bureau in question. Small exhibits, 
typical of United Kingdom industries, and small 
attractive posters, will also be welcome. 

It is suggested that catalogues, etc., of the follow- 
ing lines would be useful for the purpose :— 

(1) Textile machinery. 

(2) Crockery, glass, etc. 

(3) Industrial machinery, including pulp and paper 
machinery and supplies. 

(4) Electrical machinery, appliances and equipment. 

(5) Shipbuilding machinery and supplies. 

(6) Mining machinery and supplies. 

(7) Heavy machine tools. 

(8) Electrical railway equipment. 

(9) Motor vehicles. 

(10) Chemical plant, etc. 

(11) Scientific instruments. 

(12) Sugar machinery. 

The catalogues, etc., should be sent directly to H.M. 
Trade Commissioner at Toronto, 257-260, Confederation 
Life Euildings, Kast Queen Street, Toronto, not later 
than 15th July next. 

A profusely illustrated descriptive leaflet may be 
obtained on application to the Department of Overseas 
Trade (Canadian Section), 35, Old Queen Street, West- 
minster, S.W. 1. 

Intending exhibitors should apply for space immedi- 
ately to the Secretary, Canadian National Exhibition, 
38, King Street East, Toronto. 


AGRICULTURAL SEEDS FOR BELGIUM. 


H.M. Consul at Liege reports a local demand for 
acricultural seeds, and states that arrangements are 
being made for exhibiting samples and catalogues of 
British seed firms’ products in the Commercial Section 
of the Consulate. 

United Kingdom firms interested are invited to send 
exhibits for inclusion in the proposed collection direct 
to H.M. Consul, British Consulate, Liege. It is 
requested that samples should bear the name of the 
senders and of their agents in Belgium (if any), together 
with the name of the article, if possible in both English 
and French. 

In forwarding samples to the Consulate the cost of 
carriage should, of course, be prepaid. The following 
are the parcel postage rates to Belgium :— 

Not over 8 lb., 1s.; over 3 lb. and not over 7 Ib., 
Is. 4d.; over 7 lb. and not over 11 Ib., 1s. 9d. 


INSURANCE IN THE SERB-CROAT-SLOVENE 
STATE. 


H.M. Minister at Belgrade has forwarded a translation 
of a regulation concerning Insurance, which appeared in 
the Official Gazette of 8th March, of which the following 
is a Summary :— . 

‘‘All insurance companies having permission to work in 
the Serb-Croat-Slovene State must comply in future with 
the following regulations :— 

(1) Insurance Policies of all kinds made in the State 
must be issued in the official language; 

(2) The sum insured ig to be stated in the currency 
of the country only; 

(3) The headquarters of the company, if it is a 
Jugo-Slavian concern, or if foreign, the 
address of the head agency in the Serb-Croat- 
Slovene State, must appear on the policy as 
the place of issue. 


-_ — 
——- 
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Specia! Articles. 





THE BRITISH CONSULAR SERVICE. 


I.—CHINA. 

The Consular Service in China, though it forms a 
branch of the General Consular Service, ig in many 
respects separate and self contained. So also is the 
Service for Japan and Siam. The China Service con- 
sists of some seventy members who are not transferred 
to posts ip other countries, but who spend all their 
active service in China. After passing a Civil Service 
examination, similar as regards conditions and 
standards to that set for the Indian and Home Civil 
Services, the successful candidates are appointed 
Student Interpreters and sent out to the British Lega- 
tion in Peking, where they study Chinese for two years. 
They are then promoted to be Assistants—seniority 
counting by the place they take in the final Chinese 
examination—and are drafted to the various Con- 
sulates, where they serve for periods ranging from five 
to ten years as Assistants. Later they may become 
Vice-Consuls, Consuls and eventually Consuls-General. 
Promotion, which, speaking generally, goes by seniority, 
is slow, and it takes a man on the average twenty years 
to become a Consul and twenty-five to reach the rank 
of Consul-General. For the more energetic, and for 
those who are willing to give up residence in one of the 
big treaty ports and dive into the interior they may, 
while still quite junior, be given acting billets, which 
bring extra pay and which help to vary the monotony 
of long years of routine work in the big ports. 

When a Consul has served 27 years he is entitled 
to retire on a pension on the ground of ill health, and 
it rarely happens that even those who possess the 
toughest constitutions cannot find some gerious, but 
not fatal, defect which will enable them to obtain the 
necessary medical certificate. The climate of China, 
except in the Southern and Western parts of the 
country, is, however, not really unhealthy if a man is 
of sound constitution and takes care of himself, and 
the Pension List of the Foreign Office reveals the fact 
that Consuls in China are, on the whole, a long-lived 
race. 

A serious disability from which the Service has 
suffered of recent years is the increasing inadequacy 
of the pay owing to the steady rise in the cost of living 
in China, a disability which wag acutely accentuated 
by the abnormal rise in exchange. For some twenty- 
five years before the war the Mexican dollar remained 
fairly steady at an average sterling value of two 
shillings; in 1916 it jumped to three shillings, and sub- 
sequently rose by leaps and bounds until in the spring 
of 1920 it actually touched seven shillings, or less than 
three dollars to the pound. The Government came to 
the rescue with a war bonus, and also by allowing a 
portion of salary to be drawn at a fixed rate of two 
shillings to the dollar. There is reason to hope that this 
relief, coupled with the revised scale of salary and 
allowances, will place the Service on a sound financial 
basis and make it a more attractive career. There has, 
of course, recently been a heavy fall in exchange, and 
the dollar now approximates to the pre-war figure. 





JURISDICTION OVER BriTisH NATIONALS. 


The fact that British residents in China enjoy the 
privileges of extra-territoriality, that is to say, that they 
are governed by their own laws and not by the laws of 
China, makes the position of the British Consul a far 
more important and responsible one than in most other 
countries, and brings him into closer touch with his 
nationals than is the case in Europe or America. The 
Consul is, apart from his ordinary notarial and ship- 
ping duties, a judge, a diplomat and a commercial 
agent, all rolled into one. As judge of the provincial 
court for his district he has summary criminal and 
civil jurisdiction, subject to reference or appeal to 
the Supreme Court at Shanghai, over all British sub- 
jects. He discharges the functions of a county court 
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judge, a police magistrate and a coroner; he serves 
summonses and executes warrants; deports undesir- 
acles and places lunatics in safe keeping. Jtelated 
to the Consul’s judicial functions are his duties 
as debt collector. Chinese courts are, of course, 
open to British plaintiffs, and in the large ports 
there are Mixed Tribunals, where junior Consular 
officers sit as Assessors in name, but judges 
in reality, and hand down decisions involving many 
hundreds of thousands of pounds. But in the smaller 
ports British subjects who may have claims against 
Chinese find it more convenient to invoke the assist- 
ance of the Consul, who, applying judicious pressure 
to the local authorities, and when necessary being 
strongly backed by the Legation, frequently recovers 
large sums owing to them at no cost to the plaintiff 
whatever. The Consul, more particularly in the 
remoter ports, also acts as the family solicitor, and in 
this capacity institutes searches for long lost relatives, 
euemposes or endeavours to compose matrimonial 
differences, and generally advises as to the settlement 
of disputes among the local British community. 
Among other minor functions which he discharges 
are those of passport officer, emigration officer, registrar 
of births, deaths and marriages, and registrar of title 
deeds to land and property (all land owned by British 
subjects in China is registered at the Consulate). In 
tlaces where there are British concessions—sites set 
apart for the residence of British subjects—the Consul 
is Chairman of the Municipal Council, and at times 
secretary and town clerk as well. 


DIPLOMATIC FUNCTIONS. 


As regards his diplomatic functions the Consul acts 
as the representative of the Legation, and indirectly of 
the British Government in all negotiations with pro- 
vincial authorities, who are often in a state of complete 
independence of the Centra] Government, regarding con- 
cessions, railways, etc., and indeed in all matters con- 
cerning the rights and privileges of British subjects 
in China. He has at times get his signature to inter- 
national agreements and has acted as peacemaker 
between warring Chinese factions. In a country like 
China, where the official class has so much influence 
it is almost impossible to bring any negotiations for a 
raitway or mining concession, or the establishment of 
industrial enterprises to a successful conclusion, or 
indeed to conduct any large commercial or industrial 
undertaking without the direct intervention and support 
of the British authorities, and it may safely be said 
that there is not asingle British commercial enterprise 
in China at the present day which does not rely on the 
British Legation and the British Consuls all over China 
for assistance in the difficulties which constantly crop 
up with provincial and local Chinese officials. This is 
a consideration which is not always borne in mind by 
those who criticise the work of the British Consular 
Service in China. 


PROTECTOR OF BRITISH SUBJECTS. 


In the remoter ports in the Far West and South of 
China the Consul has often in a very literal sense the 
safety and even the lives of his fellow countrymen in 
his keeping; and although conditions have greatly im- 
proved and anti-foreign riots are now of rare occurrence, 
still there remain the dangers of civil war and organised 
brigandage which may at any moment necessitate the 
withdrawal of missionaries from their stations, or even 
the evacuation of a port In these matters the decision 
rests with the Consul entirely, as he is probably cut 
off from telegraph communication with Peking. He 
must act promptly, be regardless of his personal safety, 
and, if need be, take decisions which may involve the 
sacrifice of lives both Chinese and foreign. . It is happily 
the tradition of the Service to do these things in the 
course of the day’s work, and the following story is 
typical of the spirit in which the British Consul in China 
is wont to discharge his duties. It ig related of the 
Consul at Ningpo that when the Taiping Rebels were 


attacking the city in the ’sixties and seemed likely to 
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capture it, he donned his uniform, and sitting in his 
office calmly proceeded to write his report on these 
untoward events to the Secretary of State. It is said 
that he concluded his despatch as follows: ‘‘ The rebels 
are now advancing in force and have reached the outer 
gates of the city. They will certainly overcome the 
weak defence of the Imperialists and pour into the city, 
which they will, as usual, proceed to loot and burn. I 
shall then, in all probability, no longer have the honour 
to be, with the highest respect, My Lord, Your Lord- 
ship’s most obedient humble servant 
Her Majesty’s Consul at Ningpo.’’ 

As COMMERCIAL AGENT. 


In his capacity as commercial agent the Consul acts 
as a link between the manufacturer and merchant in 
the United Kingdom and the Chinese consumer; to the 
one he gives information regarding the Chinese demand 
for British goods and Chinese sources of supply of raw 
and semi-manufactured materials; to the other he indi- 
cates how and where to obtain British goods, 
and suggests likely openings for the sale _ of 
Chinese produce. He introduces the travelling 
representatives of British manufacturers to Chinese 
officials and other likely customers, and he often 
acts as the latter’s representative in subsequent 
negotiations. It is, of course, no part of a Consul’s 
business to seli his nationals’ goods, but there are prob- 
ably few countries in the world where the official ana 
the business man work in such close co-operation as 
they do in China. In former days Consuls used to 
write excellent but belated trade reports which seldom 
obtained the publicity they deserved. The preparation 
of such reports hag now been entrusted to the com- 
mercial diplomatic officers, who are indebted to their 
consular colleagues for much of the information con- 
tained in their reports. In the smaller ports, especially, 
the Consul takes an active and sympathetic interest in 
the doings of British firms, and as chairman or president 
of the local Chamber of Commerce, of which in many 
eases he has been the founder, he encourages local 
British interests to work together for the common good. 
In his younger days he usually seizes every chance he 
gets to travel in the interior, and British Consular 
Officers have during the past fifty years crossed China 
from North to South, and from East to West examining 
new trade routes and reporting on the resources of little 
known regions. 





SocrAL LIFE. 


Mention must also be made of the social side of a 
Consul’s life in China, and the place he takes, or should 
take, in his local community. Generally speaking, the 
Consul is regarded as the leader of the British com- 
munity, whether it be a handful of scattered mis- 
sionaries and commercial agents in a remote outport, or 
a great city, such as Shanghai, where he stands at the 
head of thousands of British residents. His house, be 
it a temple or matshed, or even a boat (the writer has 
lived in all three), is always open to the traveller from 
afar whatever his rank or condition, and on ceremonial 





NOTICE. 


The price of the ‘“‘Board of Trade Journal’ is 6d. (7d. 
post free). Annual subscription (post free), 30s. in the 
United Kingdom. Overseas subscription 31s. 6d per annum, 
post froe. 

The Editorial Offices are at the new Government Build- 
ings, Great George Street, London, S.W.1. All editorial 
communications should be addressed to ‘‘The Editor.” 
Telephone No. Victoria 3840. 





The Publishers (to whom should be addressed all com- 
munications concerning subscriptions and sales) are H.M. 
Stationery ‘Office, Imperial House, Kingsway, London, 
W.C.2 or Branches (see Cover). 





SPECIAL ARTICLES—coniinued. 





occasions he does his best to uphold the traditions of 
British hospitality both to Chinese and foreigners. 
Consuls in the Far East often have too much to do, 
their offices are often unavoidably under-staffed, and 
their energies are often cramped by ill-health and 
by a too long residence in an eastern country. But 
on the whole one may be permitted to say that they 
discharge their important duties with ability, discre- 
tion and loyalty to the interests they serve, and that in 
a far-off country, and often amid difficult and dangerous 
surroundings, they worthily uphold the British name. 


BRITISH TRADE WITH CANADA. 


IMPRESSIONS AND OBSERVATIONS. 

Mr. F. W. Field, H.M. Trade Commissioner at 
Toronto, who recently completed an official tour in the 
United Kingdom, visited a large number of works and 
had interviews with over 500 important business men, 
representing merchants and manufacturers all over the 
country, and the tour has occupied about four months. 
His impression of the present industrial situation is that 
the United Kingdom is again approaching a strong posi- 
tion for the conduct of export trade. Generally speaking, 
in his view factories are well planned, machinery and 
equipment are modern, and there is a keen desire to 
extend overseas trade during the present business 
depression. Employers and labour appear to be making 
efforts to ensure that fair wages shall be paid, that the 
proper output shall be obtained in return for fair wages, 
and that costs shall be reduced sufficiently to meet the 
keen competition of foreign countries, which is already 
in evidence and which will increase. 

There is also to be observed on the part of Jabour u 
tendency to recognise the necessity of lower production 
costs. The attitude of manufacturers towards labour, 
generally speaking, he found to be reasonable in that 
manufacturers stated that it was not expected or desired 
that pre-war wages or living conditions of labour would 
or should return. The desire that labour should enjo 
satisfactory wages and living conditions was gene. L 
although it ig thought by many manufacturers that pre- 
sent wages must be reduced if they are to compete 
successfully in the world’s markets. The welfare of the 
employees was, he found, very well looked after. 

Concerning the quality of goods, Mr. Field says that 
one of his strongest impressions gained through visiting 
works is the great care taken in the production of goods 
and their excellent quality, and this feature has always 
appealed strongly to buyers in overseas markets; it can, 
he says, be asserted with confidence that well-made and 
durable articles are still the pride of our manufacturers. 


PRODUCTION CosrTs. 


Several manufacturers expressed an opinion that their 
costs uf production would probably decrease during this 
year. This is an important consideration to the 
Canadian buyer, who for the past two years has received 
many United States quotations, which have been con- 
siderably lower than those of United Kingdom firms; 
with reduced production costs the United Kingdom is 
likely tosecure a larger volume of Canadian trade. 
Manufacturers as a general rule are alive to the necessity 
of quoting firm prices in order to secure overseas busi- 
ness, and in fact Some of them stated that firm prices 
were being quoted for all export business. 


PACKING oF GooDs. 


Considerable care is given by manufacturers and 
shippers to the packing of goods. This remark applies 
t> both small packages for display in wholesale and 
retail establishments and to packing in a large way for 
export trade. Motor lorries, for instance, were being 
packed at works visited in a manner which would satisfy 
every possible demand of ocean and rail journey. In 
many industries deliveries have improved, but in some 
lines it is still impossible to make early deliveries. 
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OPPORTUNITIES IN CANADA. 

In the view of the Trade Commissioner the Canadian 
market offers excellent opportunities for the trades 
mentioned below :— 
Woollen Piece-goods. 
Leather. 


Cotton Piece-goods. 

Fancy Goods and Small- 

Textile Machinery. wares. 

Heavy and Fine General Machinery. 
Chemicals. Dyes. 

Chinaware, Potitery, etc. Tool Steel. 

Mr. Field found that there was a disposition on the 
part of some manufacturers to regard the Canadian 
market as too small for serious effort in respect of 
export trade; he pointed out, however, that while the 
population is comparatively small, the purchasing 
power per capita is relatively large, and the country Is 
expanding rapidly and will in time be a very substantial 
purchaser. The business of those firms who establish 
Canadian connections now will grow with the market. 
This policy has been followed with success by many 
United Kingdom manufacturers, and also by our prin- 
cipal foreign competitors in Canada. Mr. Field suggests 
that the visits of manufacturers to Canada will prove 
of value and an important factor in the substantial 
development of trade in Canada. 

AGENTS. 

Considerable evidence was accumulated during the 
provincial tour of the failure of many United Kingdom 
firms to consult the Department in regard to the appoint- 
ment of agents, more especially in regard to the financial 
and general standing of agency firms whose names were 
obtained elsewhere; several serious losses have resulted 
in consequence. Many manufacturers have decided 
as a result of interviews with Mr. Field to consider the 
revision of their agency arrangements and to cultivate 
the Canadian market in a much more intimate manner 
than hitherto. 


SAFEGUARDING OF INDUSTRIES. 


PROPOSED WAYS AND MEANS RESOLUTIONS. 
RESOLUTION I. 


That for a period of five years from the passing of an 
Act for giving effect to this Resolution there shall be 
charged on any of the following articles imported into 
Great Britain or Ireland a Customs duty of an amount 
equal to 334 per cent. of the value of the article, that 
is to say :— 

(a) Optical glass and optical elements, whether 
finished or not, microscopes, field and opera 
glasses, theodolites, sextants, spectroscopes and 
other optical instruments. 

(6) Beakers, flasks, burettes, measuring cylinders, 
thermometers, tubing, and other scientific glass- 
ware and lamp-blown ware, evaporating dishes, 
crucibles, combustion boats, and other laboratory 
porcelain. 

(c) Galvanometers, pyrometers, electroscopes, baro- 
meters, analytical and other precision balances, 
and other scientific instruments, gauges and 
measuring instruments of precision of the types 
used in engineering machine shops and viewing 
rooms, whether for use in such shops or rooms 
or not. 

(d) Wireless valves and similar rectifiers, and vacuum 
tubes. 

(e) Ignition magnetog and permanent magnets. 

(f) Arc-lamp carbons. 

(g) Hosiery latch needles. 

(h) Metallic tungsten, ferro-tungsten and manufac- 
tured products of metallic tungsten, and com- 
pounds (not including ores or minerals) of thorium, 
cerium and the other rare earth metals. 

(<) All synthetic organic chemicals (other than 
synthetic organic dyestuffs, colours and colouring 
matters imported for use as such, and organic 
intermediate products imported for their manu- 
facture), analytical re-agents, all other fine 
chemicals and chemicals manufactured by fer- 
mentation processes ; 
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including any articles comprised in any list which may 
from time to time be issued by the Board of Trade for 
defining the articles which are to be taken as falling 
under any of the general descriptions set out above. 


RESOLUTION II. 


There shall be charged on any of the following articles 
imported into Great Britain or Ireland, in addition to 
any other duties of Customs chargeable thereon, a 
customs duty of an amount equal to 33} per cent. of the 
value of the article, that is to say: 

Articles of any class or description in respect of ‘vhich 
an Order by the Board of Trade has been made under 
any Act of the present Session for giving effect to this 
Resolution, if manufactured in whole or in part in any 
of the countries specified in the Order, or deemed to be 
so manufactured. | 

Any such Order ag aforesaid may be made on the 
ground that articles of the class or description in question 
are being sold cr offered for sale in the United Kingdom: 

(a) At prices below the cost of production thereof; or 

(6) At prices which, by reason of depreciation in the 

value in relation to sterling of the currency of the 

country in which the goods are manufactured, are 

below the prices at which similar goods can be 

profitanly manufactured in the United Kingdom; 

and that by reason thereof employment in any industry 

in the United Kingdom is being or is likely to be seriously 

affected. . 

lor the purposes of this Resolution, “ cost of pro- 

duction ”’ in relation to goods of any class or description 
means the current sterling equivalent of :— 

(a) The wholesale price at the works charged for goods 

of the class or description for consumption in the 
country of manufacture; or 

(6) If no such goods are sold for consumption in that 

country, the price which, having regard to the 
prices charged for goods as near as may be similar 
when go sold or when sold for exportation to other 
countries, would be so charged if the goods were 
sold in that country, 





_ 
—_ 


Notes | on Trade, 








[While every care is exercised to ensure the accuracy of 
any explanatory articles or notes relating to Acts, Regula- 
tions, Orders, etc., published in the “Journal,” it must be 
understood that such explanations are necessarily in the 
nature of summaries, and cannot be quoted as authoritative 
— ——— of the text of the documents them- 
selves. 





CANADIAN WEIGHTS AND MEASURES. 


An advice has been received from H.M. Trade Com- 
missioner’s Office at Toronto to the effect that United 
Kingdom manufacturers submitting quotations to 
Canadian firms for ton lots should specify whether the 
English long, or Canadian short ton is intended. The 
legal Canadian seale of weights and measures provides 
for a ton of 2,000 Ib. and a ewt. of 100 |b., and the value 
of a quotation is nullified by the omission of a definite 
indication as to whether Canadian or Imperial tons are 
intended. 





WITHDRAWAL OF ONE AND TWO KRONEN 


NOTES IN SERB-CROAT-SLOVENE STATE: 


H M. Minister at Belgrade reports that according to 
an. Order published in the Official Gazette by the 
Minister of Finance, the replacement of one and two 
kronen notes will begin as soon as possible, in order to 
withdraw them completely from circulation. Until this 
is done no Government Pay Office. shall receive from 
one person at one time more than 50 kronen in one 
and two kronen notes, which will only be accepted if 


stamped by Government Authorities authorised to do so. 


—_ — 
=< 
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Exhibitions and Fairs. 


BANDOENG FAIR. 


The Department of Overseas Trade are informed that 
the Netherlands India Annual Fair Association have 
decided to abandon the project of holding an Automo- 
bile Exhibition at Bandoeng in conjunction with the 
Annual Fair. 

Certain local firms have, however, expressed the 
desire to house their exhibits in buildings of their own, 
and the Association is prepared to meet their wishes by 
placing ground at their disposal and facilitating in other 
ways the work of construction. It is possible that some 
British firms might wish to adopt a similar course with 
a view to participation in future Fairs. 








FORTHCOMING FAIRS. 





UNITED KINGDOM. 


‘inapERY TEXTILE AND WOMEN’S Weark EXHIBITION— 

Royal Agricultural Hall, April 4th-15th. Apply to :— 
International Trade Exhibitions, Ltd., Broad Street 
House, New Broad Street, London, E.C.2 

WHOLESALE FuRNITURE TRADES EXHIBITION— 

White City, London, April 5th-15th. Organising 
Manager, Mr. G. D. Smith, 119, Finsbury Pavement, 
London, E.C.2. 

{4Lascow BakeERS’, GROCERS’, CONFECTIONERS’ AND ALLIaD 

TeavDes EXHIBITION— 
Kelvin Hall, April 5th-15th. 

INTERNATIONAL BUILDING ‘TRADES EXHIBITION— 

Olympia, April 12th-26th. Apply, Directors, 45, Essex 
Street, Strand, W.C.2. 
PuHoToGRAPHIC Fair— 
Horticultural] Hall, April 15th-25rd. Apply to Secretary, 
Sicilian House, Southampton Row, W.C.1. 
61H INTERNATIONAL PRINTING, PAPER, AND ALLIED TRADES 
EXHIBITION— 
Royal Agricultural Hall, Islington, April 30th-May 14th. 
App!y to:—Mr. F. W. Bridges, Organising Manager, 
36-58, Whitefriars Street, London, E.C. 4. 

MANCHESTER BUSINEsS EFFICIENCY EXHIBITION— 

May 3lst-June 11th. Apply to:—Secretary, 60, Corn 
Exchange Buildings, Fennel Street, Manchester. 

INTERNATIONAL RusBBER EXHIBITION— 

London, June, Royal Agricultural Hall. Apply to :— 

Mr. H. G. Montgomery, 43, Essex Street, Strand, W.C.2. 
22np ANNUAL CHEMISTS’ EXHIBITION— 

Central Hall, Westminster, S.W. 1, June 20th-24th. 

Apply to: “British and Colonial Pharmacist,” 194-200, 

Bishopsgate, London, E.C.2. 

LONDON Farr AND MARKET— 

Royal Agricultural Hall, July 4th-15th. Apply to :— 
International Trade Exhibitions, Ltd., Broad Street 
House. New Broad Street, London, E.C.2. 

CONFECTIONERS’ AND BAKERS’ ExautIBITION— 

Royal Agricultural Hall, Islington, September 3rd-9th. 
Apply to:—31, Queen Victoria Street, London, E.C.4. 

SHIPPING, ENGINEERING AND MACHINERY EXHIBITION.— 
Olympia, September 7th-28th. Apply to:—Mr. F. W. 
Bridges, Exhibition Offices, 36-38, Whitefriars Street, 
London, E.C. 4. 

Grocers’ ExHIBITION— 

Royal Agricu!tural Hall, Islington, September 17th-23rd. 
Apply to:—31, Queen Victoria Street, London, E.C.4. 

BritisH TrextTi1 ES ExHIBITIOoN— 

Crystal Palace, London, September to October. Apply 
to:—General Manager, Crystal Palace, London, §8.H.19. 

Wirs Lonvon Menpricar Exarpition— 

Central Ha!l, Westminster, S8.W.1, October 3rd-7th. 
Apply to: “British and Colonial Pharmacist,” 194-200. 
Bishopsgate, London, E.C.2. 

INTERNATIONAL SHOR AND LEATHER Fatr— 

Royal Agricultural Hall, October 3rd-8th. Apply 
te :—Manager, “Shoe and Leather Record,” 40, Finsbary 
Square, London, E.C.2. 

Firta INTERNATIONAL ComMeERCIAL Motor EXHIBITION— 
Olympia, London, October 14th-22nd. Apply to:— 
Exhibition Manager, Society of Motor Manufacturers 
and Traders, T.td., 83, Pall Mall, London, S.W.1. 

15TH INTERNATIONAL Motor EXxHIBITION— 

Olympia and White Citv, London, November 4th-13th. 
Apply to :—Exhibition Manager, Society of Motor Manu- 
facturers and Traders, Ltd., 83, Pall Mall, London, 


CyoLtn AND Motor Crctt SHow— 
Olympia London, November 25th-December 3rd, 1921. 
Apply to:—General Manager, British Cycle and Motor- 
evcle Manufacturers’ and Traders’ Union, Ltd., The 
Towers, Warwick Road, Coventry. 


OVERSEAS. 
ZuRicn Horsmne ann FrrRnituRE ExHiBitTion— 
March and April. 
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INTERNATIONAL AGRICULTURAL MACHINERY EXHIBITION— 
Lerida, Spain, April 1st-10th. Address :—Urgel, 187, 
Barcelona. 

Brussets COMMERCIAL Farr (INTERNATIONAL)— 

April 4th-20th. Apply to:—Foire Commerciale Bruxelles, 
Grand Place 19, Bruxelles. 

MiLAN ANNUAL SAMPLEs Fatr— 
April 12th-27th. Apply :—Administration, 20, Viele, 
Venezia, Milan. 

Baste SAMPLE F'AIR— 
April 16th-26th. (Swiss only.) 

ALGERIAN AGRICULTURAL F'AaIR— 
April 16th-May 8th. Motor Cars, Tractors, Agricul- 
tural Machinery, Agricultural Chemical Products. Charge 
for space: 15 francs per square metre. Apply to:—M. 
Celestin Granier, Commissaire Général, 4, Rue Maréchal, 
Bosquet, Algiers. 

Grent INTERNATIONAL ARCHITECTURAL AND BUILDING EXHIBI- 

TION— 

April 16th-June 14th. Apply to:—Administrative Com- 
mittee, No. 15, Coupure, Ghent. 

NETHERLANDS DrvuGGists’ EXHIBITION (INTERNATIONAL)— 
Amsterdam, April 18th-22nd. 

BARCELONA SAMPLE Fair (INTERNATIONAL)— 

April 20th-30th. Apply to:—Feria de Muestras, 
Fernando 30, Barcelona. Autumn Fair, September Ist- 
10th. 

TURIN AGRICULTURAL AND HORTICULTURAL EXHIBITION— 

May. Apply to:—Société Royale Horto-Agricole du 
Piémont, Turin. 

INTERNATIONAL CONFECTIONERY EXHIBITION— 

Paleis Voor Volksvliyt, Amsterdam. May 4th-June Ist. 

Busnos Arrrs— 

International Dairying Exhibition, May 8th-27th. Apply 
to:—The Manager, Argentine Rural Society, Sarmiento 
834, Buenos Aires. 

Paris Farr— 

May 10th-25th. Apply to:—Comité de la Foire, 8, Place 
de la Bourse, Paris. 

PRAGUE AGRICULTURAL SHOW— 

May 12th-17th. Apply to:—Czecho-Slovak Agricultural 
Union. Praha ii, Vodickova ul. 38, Czecho-Slovak 
Republic. 

PRAGUE AUTOMOBILE EXHIBITION— 

May 28th-June 5th. (Cars, tractors, motor bicycles and 
accessories.) Enquiries should be addressed to:—The 
Commercial Attaché, Czecho-Slovak Legation, 8, 
Grosvenor Place, London, S.W.1. 

REYKJAVIK AGRICULTURAL EXHIBITION— 

June. Agricultural Machinery and Implements. Apply 
to:—Icelandic Agricultural Society, Reykjavik, Iceland. 

Lima CENTENARY CELEBRATION— 
International Trade Exhibition. June 1st-October 31st. 
Charge for space, £1 per square foot. Apply to:— 
Messrs. Brown. Shipley and Co. (London Agents), 
Founders Court, E.C. 2. 

Papua SAMPLE FarR— 
June I1st-15th. 

BorpeAux SAampie Fair (INTERNATIONAL)-— 

June 15th-30th. Apply to :—Foire de Bordeaux, 7, rue 
du Maréchal-Joffre. Bordeaux. 

BastE Hotei INDUSTRIES EXHIBITION— 

June 21st-July 3rd. (Swiss only.) 

Boston SHOB AND LEATHER SHOW— 

July 11th-14th. Apply to:—Mr. Chester, T. Campbell, 
National Shoe and Leather Expos'tion, Inc. 5, Park 
Square, Boston, Mass., U.S.A. 

LucEerRNE. British Dominions PrRonucts ExHatRITIoN— 
Probable dates, July 15th-September 30th. 

Luxemsure Acricutturat Samete Exnisrt1on— 

September (approx.). Apply to:—Mons. B. Clasen, 
l’Exposition Agricole, d’Echantillons, Avenue Montierey, 
Luxemburg 

Orreoat Farr— 

September 6th-16th. (All manufactured goods, and inter- 
national). 

LAUSANNE AGRICULTURE AND Foop Propvucts Farr— 
September 1Cth-25th. (Swiss only.) 

Paris Motor SHow— 

Grand Palais, October. Apply:—Administration de 
l’Exposition Internationale de l’Automobile, 51, Rue 
Pérgolése, Paris. 

NETHERLAND Fast INDIAN FatrRr— 

September 19th-October 9th, 1921. Apply to:—Chamber 
of Commerce (N.E.I.), 38, Dover Street, W.1. 

N&THERLAND East Inpres INTERNATIONAL TEA EXHIBITION— 
Bandoeng, Java, May 6th-21st, 1922. Secretary, 
Dr. J. J. B. Souss, Tea Experimental Station, Buiten- 
zorg, near Batavia, Java. 





[Note.—The above list is not intended to include all forth- 
coming Fairs and Exhibitions throughout the world, but 
only to cover some of the more important ones. especially 
those of interest to the British manufacturer. Information 
regarding Exhibitions and Fairs other than those mentioned 
ahove mav be obtained on application to the Exhibitions and 
Fairs Division, Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old 
Queen Street, London, S.W. 1.] 
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WEEKLY CABLE. 


The weekly cable received from the Director-General of 
Commercial Intelligence, Calcutta, dated 22nd March, is 
as under :— 

CRops. 


During the week ending 12th March standing crops fair 
to good generally, except in the Punjab and North-West 
Frontier Province, where rain badly wanted. 


MARKETs. 


Bombay cotton market crisis virtually over. Contractors 
with Government sanction have fixed minimum rates on 
basis of Rs.255 for Broach cotton. Market re-opened on 22nd 
March, to which date settlement was postponed. _Piece- 
goods market improving, demand being chiefly for staple 
style, particularly whites. Calcutta jute market lifeless; 
Hessians dull; heavy goods show some improvement, with 
fair business in Heavy Cl and Twills. Some mills have pro- 
posed extension of short-time agreement to end of current 
year. No change in Bank Rates. 


Att-Inp1a Seconp Crop Forecasts, 1920-21. 


1919-20. 1920-21. 
Acres. 
(in thousands). 
pre ene en ee SS 28 553 23,563 
Rape and mustard _........... 3,563 2,793 
So Rae ee erererae er 2,323 1,784 





MALAY PENINSULA. 


TRADE WITH THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


Statistics from the Straits Settlements show that the 
foreign trade of that Colony for 1919 (merchandise only) was 
valued at £195,982,416, of which £96,664,092 represented 
imports and £99,318,324 exports. This compares with a total 
of £153,539,926 in. 1918 (imports, £81,617,815; exports, 
£71,922,111), and an estimated value of £259,297,859 for 
1920, the official statistics for which are not yet to hand. 
Probably inflated prices for both raw materials and manu- 
factured goods are responsible for a considerable portion of 
the increases in recent years; but it must be remembered 
that the ports of the Malay Peninsula, and especially 
Penang and Singapore, are great entrepéts from which is 
conducted an important and growing trade with the archi- 
pelago and surrounding countries. On the Peninsula itself. 
though checked for the present by the unsettled state of 
the world’s markets, the trade of the Federated Malay 
States and the adjacent Malay Protectorates has been 
steadily increasing for some years, and the demand for 
manufactured articles is likely to increase with the opening 
up of the country and the growth of population. 

The following table gives statistics of the trade of the 
Settlements with the United Kingdom since 1906 :— 





Imports. Exports. 
£ 

1906 to 1910 (average) ...... 4.012.050 7.796.010 
1911 to 1915 (average) ...... 5,005,700 9,907 .330 
on ne ome 5,621,230 10,916,610 
errr ne pares 5,430,600 11,571.700 
DD ‘kukosuikeméuiieabiideliabiecalal 6,538 .810 6.427 .860 
TEED -.. gniippeassiidiamuiiniiaicariasamiiiiis 6,385.050 15,845,900 


It will be seen from these figures that in spite of war 
conditions. the trade between the United Kingdom and this 
distant Colony did not suffer any serious interruption except 
in 1918, when the shortage of tonnage became acute. Allow- 
ance must be made, of course, for the increase of value of 
most commodities.—Malay States Information Agency, 
London. 





EUROPE. 


ITALY. 


THE CEREAL POSITION. 


(From the Commercial Counsellor to H.M. Embassy.) 
Rome. 
The Commissioner-General of the Food Commissariat, in 
the course of a recent press interview, estimated the amount 
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of foreign grain to be imported into Italy during the year 
1921-22 at 24 million quintals. 

With respect to the possibility of freedom of trade in 
cereals, the Commissioner said that the new situation created 
by the Law of 27th February respecting the reduction of the 
bread subsidy, and the measures to be taken to meet it, will 
allow the whole system of supply and distribution of cereals 
to be re-examined. But, he added, the change from a 
Government monopoly to freedom of trade must be carried 
out gradually and cautiously. 

Maize, it was said, might possibly be freed from control 
when this year’s crop is harvested. With regard to corn, the 
attitude to be adopted will depend largely on the price of 
foreign grain and the position of the exchanges. 

With regard to the freeing from control of other articles, 
the Commissioner stated that a commencement had already 
been made. Oil and pigs were now allowed to be exported 
from one province to another. With the fall in prices of 
butter and seed oils the liquidation of stocks had been 
accelerated. 

The fish consortium would, under its Statute, come to an 
end shortly, commencing liquidation at the end of April. 
The Commissioner remarked he had taken care that a stock 
should be held over for the purpose of acting as a brake on 
the prices during the transition period. 

Frozen meat may now be imported without a licence. This 
was done, the Commissioner said, in order to influence the 
prices of fresh meat, which still showed a tendency to 
advance, and also to conserve stock for breeding purposes. 

The compulsory rice consortium will terminate in 
September next, and the new harvest will be free from 
control. 

The Commissioner also observed that he had wisied to 
free sugar, but owing to the pressure brought to bear by 
producers, he was obliged to maintain control for the 
present. 

Lastly, the Commissioner remarked that his present action 
would certainly lead hefore long to the final closing down of 
the Food Commissariat. 





NORWAY. 


PROSPECTS OF FISHING INDUSTRY. 


(From the Commercial Secretary to H.M. Legation.) 
CHRISTIANIA. 


The Exporters’ Branch of Kristiansunds Commercial Club 
has issued an appeal to klip fish preparers, wherein stress is 
laid upon the poor prospects for next season’s trade. Markets 
are stated to be overstocked and competition by Iceland and 
Newfoundland has increased to an alarming degree in recent 
years, so that if the Norwegian product is to compete, and 
lost markets are to be regained, the fish must be properly 
prepared from the beginning and prices must be lower than 
last year. 

Reviewing the state of the various klip fish markets, it is 
pointed out in the appeal that conditions in Spain and 
Portugal are at present very unfavourable, and that other 
overseas markets offer no better prospects. The situation as 
regards Norway’s commercial treaties with Spain and 
Portugal also presents special difficulties in the matter of 
export to these countries. 


Soutn SHETLAND WHALING. 


Whaling reports from South Shetland for 28th January 
state that 122,000 barrels of oil have been obtained as a 
result of the season’s work. 








POLAND. 
TRADE CONDITIONS IN POSEN AND 
POSNANIA. 
(From the Commercial Secretary to H.M. Legation.) 


Warsaw. 

The town of Posen was before the war the capital of the 
province of Posen in the German Empire. On 27th December, 
1918, the province was incorporated in the Polish State and 
has become an integral part of Poland. In many ways, how- 
ever, it has kept an autonomous character. There is a 
Customs frontier between Posnania and the rest of Poland, 
over which, for instance, the movement of foodstuffs from 
Posnania into the rest of Poland is forbidden. There is a 
special Ministry for the administration of the province, and 
all laws passed by the Diet in Warsaw, although they apply 
to Posnania as well, are published separately by this 
Ministry. 

The town of Posen is a_ well-built provincial town 
of a purely German character. It is, however, rapidly 








=A emoOne a au 


p<) 


eo eH Dn As OB, all <a alll an ye 6, a” 


om AS st 4 ee est LS of ef A 


ml TD ek ae 


Mere ea WD 


ae To 


45 6. &€ 4, © bed ed ee OO UUM] ee! 


ee a ee ee ee ee ad OS 


| 














Marcu 31, 1921 THE BOARD OF 


TRADE JOURNAL. 353 





IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE—coniinued. 





becoming Polish. In 1910 there were 165,000 inhabitants, of 
whom 91,000, or 58 per cent., were Poles. At present there 
are 20U,0U0 inhabitants, and the Polish population is about 
80 per cent. The German town population is returning to 
Germany, and the exodus would be probably quicker :f 1t 
were not for the adverse rate of exchange, which is now about 
10 Polish marks to 1 German mark. 

During 1919 a considerable amounts of German property 
also passed into Polish hands, but this has now stopped. 

INDUSTRY. 

The proximity of Upper Silesia prevented Posnania from 
becoming an industrial centre, and its industries are not 
developed, except those which bear on agriculture. 

There are about 19 sugar factories, the production of which 
before the war was about 400,000 tons of sugar. In 1919 
the production was about 65,000 tons, and in 1920 130,000 
tons. 

There are 525 distilleries with capacity for an annual pro- 
duction of 80,000,000 litres of 100 deg. spirits. Prior to the 
war large quantities of these spirits were exported to 
Germany ; all the residues of distillation (Fusiloele) were also 
sent there. Plants are now, however, being erected for the 
refining of these residues, and it is hoped that towards the 
end of this or the beginning of next year considerable quanti- 
ties of amylic alcolfol, etc., will be ready for export. 

The potato starch industry was well developed before the 
war, and it will be possible to export this article from Poland. 
The annual production amounted before the war to 40,000 
tons per annum, in 1919 the production fell to several 
thousand tons, but increased to 10,000 tons in 1920. 

There are also factories for the production of potato flour. 

Of other industries the following are worth mentioning: 
There are two chemical works at Posen for the manufacture 
of superphosphates and sulphuric acid, which are capable of 
producing 120,000 tons of superphosphate per annum. They 
will have no difficulty in placing these quantities on the 
Polish market. : 

The metallurgical industry could not be properly developed 
owing to the proximity of Upper Silesia. There are several 
works for the manufacture of agricultural machinery, which 
have lately been amalgamated with an iron works at 
Ostrowo. This last is being extended on a large scale for 
the building of wagons. 

Before the war practically the whole of the industry in 
Posnania was owned by Germans. They are now beginning 
to sell their interests, and it is confidently believed that in 
several years the whole industry will have ‘passed into 
Polish hands. 

All industries connected with agriculture should develop 
satisfactorily, and are, in so far, of interest to Great Britain 
as they will be buyers of raw materials, such as hard rock 
phosphates, jute, etc., and machinery, and sellers of goods 
such as sugar, spirits, starch, potato flour, etc. 

All the plants of the works and factories were erected by 
German firms, and the contact was so close that it is 
generally believed that an emancipation from the German 
market is out of the question. 


FINANCE. 


Before the war nearly all banking was in the hands of 
Polish banks. There was also a loca) German bank, the Ost 
Bank fur Handel und Geverbe. It was subsidised by the 
German Government and formed the centre of Anti-Polish 
economic policy. This bank during the war obtained the 
sole right to issue the ‘‘Ostrubel’’ banknotes in those Russian 
provinces which lay to the east and north-east of Congress 
Poland. It has now been purchased by the largest Polish 
Bank-—-Bank Zwiaku Spolek Zarobkowych. The ‘‘D” 
Banks (Deutsche, Darmstidter, Dresdner, and Disconto Ges.) 
opened their branches in Posen and other provincial towns 
during the war, and it was intended to extend from Posen 
their operations gradually in Poland and the East in general. 
As the branches of the German banks are now being closed, 
all banking is gradually passing into Polish hands. 

The Warsaw banks are also opening branches in Posen 
and in other towns in Posnania, and in those provinces of 
West Prussia which have become Polish. 


AGRICULTURE. 


Posnania is an essentially agricultural province, and before 
the war was one of the richest areas from an agricultural 
point of view in the German Empire. During the 
war, owing to the absence of artificial manures, the produc- 
tion of cereals fell by about 30 per cent., and was the lowest 
in 1919. Last year shows an improvement, especially as 
regards the beetroot and potato crops, and it is expected 
that next year’s crops will be still better, as there will be 
more artificial manures on the market. 

The purchase of agricultural produce and its sale is being 
more and more centralised. There exist two societies for 
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the purchase of cereals—the ‘‘Centrala Ziemian,’’ with head- 
quarters at Posen, and 75 branches in the provinces called 
‘‘Robotnik,’”’ and a union of Raiffeisen agricultural societies. 
The latter were started and subsidised by the Gerinan 
Government at the time when the German Covionisation 
began in the province of Posen; their character was also to 
a certain extent political. At the present moment men:bers 
of this body who own large estates are joining the Polish 
Association ‘‘Centrala Ziemian.”’ 

Special associations have been started for the purchase 
and sale of agricultural products, such as sugar, starch, etc. 

Nearly all agricultural machinery used before the war in 
Posnania was of German manufacture, and in many cases 
made locally. It will be difficult to replace it by machinery 
from the United Kingdom, as German machinery is cheaper, 
and as the country is used to German types the question of 
spare parts also plays an important part in this branch of 
trade, and merchants maintain that the introduction of new 
types of machines would prove difficult. 


TRADE. 

Before the war the province of Posen dealt practically 
exclusively with Germany. Her agricultural produce and 
products of industries connected with agriculture were 
largely absorbed by Germany, whereas all manufactured 
goods were purchased within the Empire. Colonial and 
overseas goods were bought in Hamburg 

It is obvious that an emancipation from Germany will be 
very difficult if the following five points are taken into 
consideration : — 


1. Tradition and habit. 

2. Knowledge of the local language. 

3. Quicker transport by rail and water. Posen is con- 
nected with the port of Stettin by means of the 
river Warta, on which Posen stands, as well as by 
a system of canals and the river Oder. 

4, Mutual knowledge of the two countries and of the 
people. 

5. Smaller discrepancy between the German and Polish 
currencies than between the English and Polish 
currencies. 

Exports. 

At the present moment there are great obstacles in the 
way of the import of British goods, and it will require a 
great deal of activity, propaganda, and encouragement on 
the part of the business community in the United Kingdom 
to obtain a satisfactory footing in Posnania. The reason for 
this is that the market has hitherto been in the hands of the 
German manufacturer and trader. The prospects of an 
export trade are more hopeful, and the following articles, 
among others, will be exported : — 

SuGar. 

The export in 1919 amounted to 5,900 tons; in 1920-21 
11,000 have already been exported, and another 7,700 will 
be sent to Great Britain. Besides these quantities, 15,000 
tons are being sent to France. 

In 1921 there will be larger quantities for export, but it 
is feared that the great fall in prices will interfere with this. 


STARCH. 

The production in 1913 was about 40,000,000 kilogs, 
but in 1920-21 it will only amount to 10,000,000 kilogs, so that 
there will be no starch available for export this year; but 
in the future export on a fairly large scale will be possible. 

In this connection it is necessary to state that nearly all 
the starch that was exported before the war from Germany 
came from Posnania. 

SPIRITS. 

In 1913-14 the production amounted to 80,000,000 litres 
out of a total production of 360,000.000 litres in the whole 
German Empire. In 1919-20 the production was 10,090,000. 
and in 1920-21 it will probably be 35,000,000 litres. As the 
consumption of Posnania and the other German provinces 
which have now become Polish is 15,000,000 litres, it will be 
seen that the export from Posnania to the present German 
state was about 65,000,000 litres. 

The Distillers’ Association in Posen is very anxious to 
export spirits to Great Britain. 








SWITZERLAND. 
CUSTOMS RECEIPTS, JANUARY-FEBRUARY, 
1921. 
(From the Commercial Secretary to H.M. Legation.) 


BERNE. 
Customs receipts for the month of February showed an 
increase of 3:63 per cent. as compared with those for the 
corresponding month in 1920. the figures being respectively 
7,469,760 frances and 7,207,796 francs. 
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For the first two months of 1921 Customs receipts totalled 
14,800,000 francs, as compared with 15,400,000 francs for the 
corresponding period of 1920. This decrease of 600,000 
francs is attributed mainly to the fact that the Swiss tobacco 
manufacturers laid in large stocks of tobacco towards the 
close of last year, probably in anticipation of increased 
Customs duties, so that practically no tobacco was imported 
during the months of January and February this year. 





AFRICA. 
FRENCH WEST AFRICA. 








TRADE IN JANUARY-SEPTEMBER, 1920. 


(From H.M. Consul-General.) 
Dakar. 


The total trade figures of the French West African 
Jolonies for the first three quarters of 1920 were: 








Francs. 
NE: | pide briaicariet an caceaels 417,025,299 
RUIN : - dcinhanieinndndedanisnaus 451,951,592 
868,976,891 





The total for the correspond- 


ing period in 1919 was ... 463,368,908 





cane 405,607 ,983 
or 87 per cent. 


Increase in 1920 








ASIA, 





MANCHURIA. 





CHARACTER AND METHODS OF TRADING. 


The total net value of foreign goods imported into Man- 
churia in recent years is given in the Customs Returns as 
follows : — 

1917. 1918. 1919. 
107,534,311 106,699,742 149,137,408 


Of this trade the larger shares were taken by Japan and 
the United States. The proportions taken in 1919 by the 
three principal ports of entry were valued at 89,430,626 
Haikwan taels at Darien, 31,983,240 Haikwan taels at 
Antung, and 11,320,358 Haikwan taels at Newchwang. The 
particular lines in which United Kingdom manufacturers 
might be able to compete against Japanese goods are piece- 
goods (best quality), machinery, agricultural hand machines, 
window glass, synthetic indigo and wall papers. 

The following notes on trade methods in Manchuria have 
been supplied by H.M. Consul at Newchwang : — 

In Manchuria an indent business is practically impossible 
as Chinese dealers will not place orders through agents for 
delivery from home, shipment not being guaranteed and the 
exchange being uncertain. Nor will the Chinese order from 
illustrated catalogues or price lists. The demand is for spot 
cargo. Some sort of showroom is most desirable, especially 
in the case of machinery. A showroom in Newchwang with 
stocks not further away than Shanghai would certainly 
result in sales, provided the goods were at all suitable. 

Here, again, expert study of the locality is necessary. 
British dyes, it is said, do not sell on account of their not 
being suited to the local water, and because no directions in 
the colloquial accompany them. Demonstrations of German 
dyes in actual use were given before the war, and there seems 
- be no reason why the same could not be done for British 

yes. 

Goods intended to supply the requiremenis of Europeans 
are of little interest to local British importers owing to the 
absence of European retailers. Possibly a showroom such as 
suggested above might include provision for the sale of such 
goods, which are now ordered as required from Shanghai 
retailers. The sending of expensive catalogues of 
fancy goods, sundries, and provisions to Newchwang is not 
likely to bring in sufficient business to cover cost. 

The names of United Kingdom merchant houses with 
branches in Newchwang, who might be willing to accept 
agencies for United Kingdom manufacturers, can be 
obtained on application to the Department of Overseas Trade, 
35, Old Queen Street, London, 8.W.1 (quoting 3444 F.E.). 


Haikwan taels 
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MONGOLIA. 





SITUATION AND PROSPECTS. 
(From H.M. Legation.) 


TRADE 


PEKING. 


Outer Mongolia is practically a virgin field as far as 
British commercial enterprise is concerned, though this vast 
area is, of course, immensely rich in wool, hides, skins, and 
kindred produce. As far as the export trade is concerned, 
it is a question of whether or not it is worth the British 
merchant’s while to abandon the methods which he has 
hitherto followed of waiting in the treaty port on the coast 
of China for the produce to be brought down to him by the 
Chinese middleman, or go himself or send his foreign 
agents into the country to purchase the goods more or less 
directly from the Mongol producer. Moreover, as regards 
wool, the British export firms in Tientsin have always shown 
a certain indifference to Mongolian wool as compared to that 
from the Kansu-Kokonor border, which is apparently 
superior in quality to the Mongolian product, and in which 
an enormous export trade has been built up in Tientsin. 


Export TRADE. 


Apart from the regular Mongolian export trade in wool 
and hides, the collection of furs for export to China, both 
those of Mongolian origin (mostly marmots), and the more 
valuable pelts from Siberia, is one of the principal businesses 
in Urga at present. It remains to be seen whether this is a 
temporary trade due to the closing of Siberia and its railway 
communications, or whether it will continue after the 
restoration of normal conditions in Russia. Before the war 
comparatively few Siberian furs reached Urga, while the 
local Mongolian skins were exported to Siberia rather than 
to China. For the moment, however, Urga is an important 
fur trading centre. 


Import TRADE. 


As regards the import trade, there is at present a great 
demand for all kinds of foreign imported goods at Urga on 
Russian account, the Kalgan-Urga-Kiakta route having been 
for two years or more the only means of communication 
between Central Siberia and the rest of the world, and the 
stocks of foreign imported goods brought up to Urga from 
China by Chinese and foreign merchants by caravan across 
the desert are sold almost as soon as they arrive. Here again 
it remains to be seen whether with the restoration of more 
or less normal conditions in Russia and the re-opening of 
the Siberian Railway, Urga and Outer Mongolia will not 
once more relapse into what they were before, namely, the 
hinterland of Central Siberia. The construction of the 
Kalgan-Urga-Kiakta railway would, of course, settle the 
matter for good, and all in favour of Urga, which would 
then hecome a trade mart of the first importance both for 
the collection of the produce of Outer Mongolia and for the 
import (and export) trade of Siberia. Inter alia, a large 
trade in frozen meat for export abroad would probably arise, 
Mongolia being immensely rich in sheep and cattle, which 
have for a generation past been exported in large quantities 
to Siberia. 

Apart from the trade on Russian account above referred 
to, it seems improbable that the import trade of Outer 
Mongolia for the Mongols will ever amount to very much, 
more especially when compared with that of China with its 
vast population, though the wants of the increasing Chinese 
and foreign population of Urga, Uliasutai, and Kobdo must 
be taken into account. As far as the Mongols are concerned, 
the country, apart from the above centres, appears very 
sparsely peopled; indeed, the population is even scantier 
probably than that of Eastern Tibet. During the journey 
of 600 miles or so from the Chinese settled districts of the 
Chahar Territory (Inner Mongolia) to Urga, not a single 
house, and very few Mongol encampments are passed on the 
road. Moreover, the ordinary Mongol inhabitants seem even 
more backward in civilisation than the Tibetans of Eastern 
Tibet (who are barbarians compared to the inhabitants of 
Central Tibet), and therefore without wants or purchasing 
power. Another drawback for the import trade is the 
absence of any form of currency, trade having to be carried 
on largely by barter (in Tibet Chinese and Indian rupees 
and Tibetan silver trangka are everywhere current). The 
one indispensable commodity the Mongols require is Chinese 
brick tea. but this trade is, of course, entirely in the hands 
of the Chinese. In Urea itself there is some demand for 
foreign luxuries, including motor cars, amongst the Mon- 
golian dignitaries, princes, and high lamas. The Bogdo 
Khan himself has two large American motor cars and an 
electric lighting plant (sold to him by an American 
firm and looked after by a Russian engineer in his employ). 
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IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE—continued. 








But this demand is largely limited to Urga itself, and is 
probably not so great as the scarcity of supply of foreign 
goods would make it appear to be. 


PROSPECTS. 


Taking everything into account, there are doubtless great 
opportunities in Mongolia for enterprising British firms 
‘capable of buiiding up organisations for exporting Mongolian 
produce by direct dealing with the Mongols, provided they 
have the necessary connections abroad (like the Tientsin 
wool exporters), and provided the foreign demand for such 
produce is sufficiently great (which at the moment of writing 
does not appear to be the case). Wool, skin and fur experts 
would be necessary. Capable Russian fur experts 
are doubtless available locally. The future of the import 
trade depends on the extent to which the Kalgan-Urga route 
will in future be able to compete with the Siberian railway 
in suppiying the wants of Central Siberia. 

“Under the Manchus, Outer Mongolia was a confederation 
of Mongol tribes ruled over by a Pope—Bogdo Khan or 
“Holy Prince.”’ 


a 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
BUSINESS CONDITIONS. 


The National Bank of Commerce in New York, in the 
‘course of a review of business conditions, states that world- 
wide liquidation has reached a point where it cannot be 
stopped for the benefit of any group or unit of production 
either in the United States or elsewhere. Employers and 
workers who are unwilling to face present conditions 
frankly and courageously are retarding resumption of 
normal business and working against their own interests. 
Prevailing wage scales, which under present conditions are 
of little real advantage to the workers, are an absolute 
deterrent to the lowered costs which must be established 
before the prices of coal and steel can be lowered and freight 
rates altered. High wage rates are purely illusory as long 
as widespread unemployment or part-time work reduces 
real income and impairs purchasing power. 

The primary and wholesale markets, which for a time 
showed improvement here and there, have in many lines 
again become dormant. Steel output has fallen to less than 
one-half of mill capacity. Railway traffic and earnings are 
decreasing week by week, production of coal has fallen to 
the lowest point in four years, and building operations lag 
far behind the total of new construction known to be in 
immediate demand. Slow and moderate liquidation of 
borrowing from the Reserve banks is reflected in the slight 
but steady improvement in the reserve ratio of the Federal 
reserve svstem, although the fact should not be overlooked 
that a substantial part of this improvement is the result of 
gold importations, which have continued uninterruptedly 
for manv months. There have been further marked declines 
in wholesale prices, but coal and steel, while lower, are 
still out of line with the general price level. Buyers remain 
unwilling to contract for other than immediate necessities, 
which are at a minimum. 


Money Rates. 


The reserve ratio of the Federal reserve banks has in the 
period under review risen from 49-6 per cent. on 11th 
February, to 50-9 per cent. on 11th March, but the general 
situation has not materially changed. There is little basis 
for any expectation that borrowers in general will secure 
their requirements at lower rates for some time to come. 
Nominal market quotations, however, may give an appear- 
ance of easier money conditions. 


PRODUCTION. 


There is a growing recognition of the necessity for lowered 
freight rates on heavy tonnage items, which can only be 
effected when there have heen corresponding reductions in 
the wage scale both of railroad employes and of labour in 
the basic industries. The steel industry as a whole is 
reported to be operating at about 40 per cent. of capacity. 
Price reductions on the part of the independent steel makers 
have not resulted in large orders. 

A further decline in the price of cotton has somewhat 
affected demand for many classes of cotton textiles, but 
orders for immediate requirements continue to be placed. 
In certain staple lines there has been improvement. Ging- 
hams have moved well following drastic price cuts made 
several months ago by the large producers. Cotton consump- 
tion for February was 395,563 running bales, as compared 
with 366,270 running bales during January. Silk and wool 
manufactures, which were first to feel the effects of liquida- 
tion, have shown a measurable degree of improvement. 
There is a distinctly better movement in tyres, and auto- 
mobile inquiries and sales have increased encouragingly. 








| 


| 
; 





IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE—continued. 





BUILDING. 


Although there have been reductions in the price of many 
building materials, high wage rates and working rules which 
make economical employment of labour impossible, together 
with high freight rates, have prevented material lowering 
of construction costs. As a result, building has been re- 
stricted almost entirely to absolutely necessary work. The 
F. W. Dodge Company’s review of building and construction 
activity during February estimates new contracts awarded 
in the states north of the Ohio and east of the Missouri at 
100,789,000 dols., as compared with contracts for 216,663,000 
dols. awarded in February, 1920. A considerable volume of 
inquiries indicates that there is a potential demand which 
will make itself felt as soon as and not until costs of labour 
and material are lowered to what the public regards as 
reasonable. Meanwhile, the disinclination of labour not only 
to accept lower wage rates, but to give adequate return for 
wages paid will continue to restrict new housing, thus 
directly preventing a reduction in rent which, next to food, 
is the largest single item of the working men’s living ex- 


penses, 
RAILROADS. 


Official statements indicate that both gross receipts and 
net earnings of the railroads fell off sharply during the 
month of January, in spite of the slight improvement which 
took place in many lines of business following the first of the 
year. Estimates of railroad earnings for February and the 
first two weeks of March indicate a further decline in traffic. 
Reduction in operating expenses commensurate with reduced 
receipts is impossible with the wages and working conditions 
established during Government operation and still in effect. 
The working conditions in force on the railroads, like those 
in the building trades, are a burden on the entire com- 
munity. Arbitrary regulations which make it necessary to 
employ several skilled men for work that one man could do 
are in conflict with common sense. 





LATIN AMERICA. 





BRAZIL. 





FOREIGN TRADE IN 1920. 


The following tables show the weight and values of the 
imports into and exports from Brazil during 1920, together 
with the figures for 1919 :— 




















Imports. 
Metric tons. £ (thousands). 
1919. 1920. 1919. 1920. 
TI cs aciasccseceexe 218,520 163,735 6,000 6,520 
February .........0.000. 194,802 246,811 6,757 8,641 
BE vxtaiessvesseenes 223,011 259 ,569 6,559 7,645 
BOD eenctieavecesisneins 216,659 248,084 6,204 8,278 
BE  wncansnnperoncensvess 241,726 354,119 4,288 10,981 
TIDY cianccenniienensnwenas 310,284 228 ,722 7,939 9,578 
BE | entsasnnnctsnisacsess 254,871 313,459 5,183 10,762 
RMB nc cccsecececscees 234,588 258 ,866 7,435 12,857 
September _............ 218,533 289 ,294 7,050 12,615 
 . eccésacevcnseeci 261,976 326 ,060 6,733 14,084 
I. kcanciansasses 203.036 238,751 6,095 11,405 
I svccecncctaens 201,844 323,234 7,934 11,040 
ED ° idtanaseein 2,779,850 3,251,871 78,177 124,406 
Exports. 
Metric tons. £ (thousands). 
1919. 1920. 1919. 1920. 
POE kcciviniecvins 193,705 147,483 8,814 12,272 
PO ans cdincsies 177.273 117,800 10,859 10,930 
BE hantncnseencdinem 179,256 178,336 10,923 13,854 
BE: csnicinnnnianinnces 157,649 162,653 10,296 10,621 
TY ‘wnsacseraneneiinenany 138 ,624 199,737 8,888 9,932 
MEE ‘ iensddudeiadensaanits 149,408 193.356 11,348 9,068 
ED euiaiaeatibniadanene 144,327 178,930 12,256 7,098 
| siésnrninaiintiond 136,660 187,038 10,613 7,536 
BOPOOMIOET  ..ccscessss. 141,882 159,610 10,053 7,219 
RE “scsanciioncdumedad 168.362 215,793 12,753 7,482 
PO vcsasiccsasne 170,540 203,014 12,685 6,524 
DSCOMABSP co. oc ccceeece 150,002 157,344 10,617 4,978 
BE kcsiebnnitns 1,907,688 2,101,094 130,085 107,514 
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Finance and Banking. 





SIAM. 


THE FINANCIAL POSITION. 


The total national debt of Siam amounts to £7,312,590, 
states H.M. Consul-General at Bangkok, in his Report on 
the Commercial Situation in Siam at the close of 1920. Some 
years ago sterling loans of £1,000,000 and £3,000,000 re- 
spectively were raised, and repayment by annual drawings 
has reduced indebtedness on this account to £3,432,560. In 
addition to this latter sum, Siam has drawn £3,880,000 
against a loan of £4,750,000 made by the Federated Malay 
States Government for the construction of the Siamese 
Railway which traverses the Peninsula from Bangkok south- 
wards to Penang. 

During the past year Siam’s paper currency issue afforded 
an instance of expansion and contraction that calls for com- 
ment. At the end of the Siamese year, 3lst March, 1918, 
the note issue amounted to 59°6 million ticals, and in the cor- 
responding month of the followiug year this figure had in- 
creased by 54 millions to a total of 113 million ticals. This 
90 per cent. advance, which took place almost entirely within 
the last four months of the Siamese year, was occasioned by 
the necessity of providing the means of financing the rice 
crop, which, though moderate in output, was carried to an 
excessive value by competition to purchase it for export to 
countries where food scarcity prevailed. The demand for 
rice suddenly made itself prominent in December, 1918, and 
continued to March, 1919, and under its effects the banks 
were obliged to apply to the Siamese Treasury for ticals to 
an unprecedented degree. Even subsequent to March the 
rice demand continued and the banks’ requirements mounted, 
pari passu, until in July, 1919, the introduction of rice 
export control and prohibition became essential for the pre- 
servation of the food reserve of the country. By this date 
the highest issue of paper currency was reached in 143°5 
millions of ticals, in the neighbourhood of which figure it 
remained until December, 1919. Within the following three 
months, however, the circulation dropped by 35 millions to 
108-5 millions of ticals; this fall was due to the failure of 
the 1919-20 rice crop and the consequent absence of rice for 
export (Siam’s exports usually overbalance her imports). 
The banks, in order to meet sales made by them in their 
dealings with importers, were constrained to pay hack ticals 
to the Siamese Government and take up their sterling again. 
Currency notes thus commenced to flow back into the 
Treasury, and the tide continued, until by September, 1920, 
the paper issue had fallen to about 73 millions only. 

The export trade having been for some months at a stand- 
still, the needs of the market for money naturally fell off, 
and it is satisfactory to note that the automatic withdrawal 
of a large volume of notes coincided with the reduction of the 
market demand for money. Inflation of currency at an 
inconvenient period has, therefore, not occurred in this 
country, and the fluctuations here described would appear 
to show that paper money in Siam was issued only in strict 
conformity with trade demands. 

The unsettled monetary conditions which prevailed 
throughout the world during the period under review, com- 
bined with the sudden demand in this country for a circulat- 
ing medium wherewith to finance dealings in the rice crop 
at unheard-of prices, necessitated the provision of some 
precaution against the probability of any sudden demand 
for encashment of the notes in circulation. The temporary 
inconvertibility of the paper currency declared in 1918 was 
continued, by an Amending Act issued in January, 1919, for 
six months, and this Act has been renewed and extended 
from time to time as occasion required ; there is no present 
likelihood of convertibility being re-established. 

The phenomenal rise in the market price of silver, with 
its resultant drain of silver currency, caused considerable 
inconvenience to traders in general, and the Government 
was forced to raise the theoretical value of the tical on three 
occasions. The silver tical almost disappeared from circula- 
tion in the Capital, and, as a measure of partial relief, sub- 
sidiary coinage was made legal tender. But by the middle 
of January, 1920, the further rise in the value of silver to 
823d. necessitated either a further rise in the theoretical rate 
of exchange, or a further reduction in the fineness of the 
subsidiary coinage. Conditions were very unfavourable to 
any further enhancement of the value of the tical, and 
the alternative of reducing the fineness of the sub- 
sidiary coinage from 650/1,000 to 500/1,000, was sanc- 
tioned by a Gold Standard Amendment Act of 16th January, 
1920. The recent fall in the value of silver justifies the fore- 
cast, however, that this low standard coinage will be recalled 
and that there will be a reversion to the issue of coins of 
superior fineness. 





FINANCE AND BANKING—continued. 





ComMPANY DEVELOPMENTS. 


In connection with developments in the peninsula 
provinces of Siam, it is important to record that the Siam 
Commercial Bank (Siamese) opened an agency in September, 
1920, at Tung Sawng, an important junction at kilometre 
758 on the Southern Line. Also a Siamese company for the 
exploitation of coal, called the Siam Coal Mining Company, 
Ltd., has been registered recently in Bangkok. ‘The objects 
of the company are to trade in coal and to mine for coal, 
more particularly in the area of a concession granted to the 
company near Trang, where surface outcrops of coal have 
been located. It is stated that a satisfactory method of 
dealing with this coal after extraction has yet to be dis- 
covered, as it is reported to be susceptible to spontaneous 
combustion after a short exposure, and it will not bunker. 
It does not appear to have been yet determined whether the 
coal deposits contemplated in this concession will be worked 
on the opencast system or by tunnelling. 

An old-established British company has recently acquired 
the temporary control of one of the hide-tanning concerns, 
with the option of purchase should the venture prove 
promising. 


_ — 


Shipping. 








SHIPPING RATES IN 1921, 


In the ‘‘Board of Trade Journal’’ for 3rd February, 1921, 
a table was given showing the annual average freight rates 
for a number of representative trades on the leading routes of 
British commerce. The following table reproduces the 
averages for 1913 and 1920, and also gives the rates current 
in the first three months of 1921, so far as these can be 
































ascertained from ‘‘The Daily Freight Register.’’ Where 
there were several fixtures, they have been averaged : — 
| | Fixtures. 
1921. 
| 1913.; 1920.| — Latest 
| Jan. Feb. \March.| quotation. 
6) ae@s & 41 & @i «2.41 «. &, 
N. America, Northern 3 6 |10 1134} 69 — 6 0 6 3 March 
North of Key | Range to U.K. 
West (grain) 
Gulf... .| Timber ports (109 13/273 9 |220 0} — _ /185 0 |185 0 April 
to W. Coast 
S. America, (San Lorenzo 18 4 | 93 43] 37 6 | 35 0 | 33 9 | 35 0 March- 
East Coast to U.K./Cont. ra 
une. 
Pacific | Nitrate Ports | 30 0 | 93 33) 60 0 | 40 0 o 40 0 March 
America to U.K. /Cont. 
Australasia ..| Australia to 36 0 |143 1 | 72 6 | 62 6 | 61 3 | 61 3 April/ 
U.K. /Cont. May. 
India .. .| Bombay to 21 23) 88 03} 50 0 | 300 | — | 22 6 March} 
U.K. /Cont. April. 
on d.w. 
China. . ..| Saigon to U.K.) 29 9 {112 93; — — — _— 
South Africa | Mauritius to | 20 3 |107 243; — |400/; — -— 
| U.K./Cont. 
West Africa ..| — to 9 6 | 26 13} 13 0 — 13 0 March 
| Dakar 
Mediterranean | Tyne to Genoa| 9 03) 47113) 17 6 | 20 0 | 18 0 | 18 6 March. 
Elbe-Brest ..| Cardiff to 4114}409/] 80! 79)] 80 a 
Havre 
Brest-Gibraltar| Bilabo to 5 3 |26 117,100; 90; 90 — 
Middlesbrough 
North of Elbe | Finland to 35 9 |132 0 | 95 0 — — aon 
E. Coast 
Supplementary 
Quotations 
N. America Gulf to U.K.,| 3 114/12 4/ 70; 70; 69) 7 0March. 
Gulf grain 
Cuba.. ..| Cuba to U.K., -— 85 0 —- 28 9 — 30 0 March. 
sugar | 
China Java Java to U.K. | 31 83/128 23| 50 0 | 35 0*| 35 0O* ¥ 0 Maren/ 
pril. 
S. Africa Durban to _— — | 500); 350 35 0 — 
U.K., maize 
West Africa ..| Cardiff to St. | 79 | 43 14) 13 0 |12 103) 13 9 | 13 0 March. 
Vincent (C.V.) 





























* Quotations. 


The berth rate for wheat from New York to the United 
Kingdom remained at 7s. per 100 lb. throughout the three 


months. 

For Bombay the fixtures were 50s. on 30th December, and 
30s. on 29th January. The course of the daily quotations is 
shown below, the quotation remaining unchanged within the 
dates given for changes : — 


Jan. 1 47s. 6d. for Jan. Jan. 25 35s. (Nom.) for Feb. 
» 4 47s. 6d.—50s.—for Jan. » 25 30s. for Feb. 
» @ 47s. 6d. for Jan. /Feb. Feb. 4 25s. for March. 
» 10 40s.—42s. 6d.—for Jan./Feb. Mch. 8 25s. for Mch./Apr. 
» 17 37s. 6d.—40s.—for Feb. , 10 23s. 9d. 


, 20 87s. 6d. for Feb. » 12 22s. 6d. for Mch./Apr. 





for Mch./Apr. 


~~. TA 
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SHIPPING—continued. 
UNITED KINGDOM. 
CASUALTY RETURNS: FEBRUARY. 


The Liverpool Underwriters’ Association has issued the 
following classified summary giving the number and total 
gross tonnage of vessels lost posted in the Loss Book during 
the month of February in the undermentioned years : — 





























1921. 
Gross 
ns Number. Tons. 
TRE ae { se opt) Mbemenren ad sy 
a { DR antes 8 10,396 
merce! | Steam .............-. 1 1,083 
Foreign. | Japanese { Sail ciedetee Do aa — — 
‘ Steam — ........,..05, o— — 
| Rest of oi a 
. World ii tee 7 21,145 
16 32,624 
Gross 
Number. Tons. 
1920. 
” eee 2 2,807 
British................ Steam... ....-.e. 3 9 493 
: f Serer Serre 4 3,859 
Foreign................. DOIN saciesracsanenss 13 36,202 
22 52,361 
Gross 
Number. Tons. 
1919. 
ae | SPARS SSE apenas 2 2,134 
ee \ SS eee 3 7,564 
f RRR SERRE 4 8,981 
Foreign............... .. SE: sictueabohianbieas 7 17,871 
16 36,550 
CANADA. 





VANCOUVER HARBOUR IMPROVEMENTS. 
(From H.M. Trade Commissioner.) 
WINNIPEG. 


The Vancouver Commissioners are agreed that a dam, and 
not a low-level bridge, is the most advantageous means of 
connecting the north and south shores of the Second Narrows 
of Burrand Inlet, though they have not yet made any definite 
arrangements for the further consideration of its actual 
construction. 

The proposal would embrace a rock dam of sufficient 
width to accommodate steam, electric, vehicular, and pedes- 
trian traffic, and the construction of two locks, one 810 ft. 
x 90 ft. x 25 ft. over sill at low water, the second 250ft. x 
50 ft. x 15 ft. over sill at low water. The estimated cost of 
these works is in the neighbourhood of 3,000,000 dols. ‘ The 
principal advantages to be derived from this scheme are the 
improvement to the harbour entrance because of a lessened 
tidal current and possibility of a large deep-sea industrial 
development at the Second Narrows. 

It is believed that the harbour works now in hand, which 
involve an expenditure of approximately 14,000,000 dols., 
and which will take some two years to complete, will be 
finished before the proposed dam or low-level bridge is pro- 
ceeded with. 

In addition to the harbour works in hand at Vancouver, 
the Dominion Government are proceeding with construction 
of a dry dock at Victoria, B.C., involving an expenditure of 
between 3 and 4 million dollars, and it is not likely the+ 
further expenditure on account of harbour works will be 
undertaken by the Dominion Government during the next 
year or two. 





AMALGAMATION OF STEAMSHIP COMPANIES 
POSTPONED. 


The co-ordination of all the leading steamship companies 
of Japan into one organisation, which has been seriously con- 
sidered both by the Government authorities and the heads of 
the four largest shipping concerns in the country, has been 
formally postponed, states the ‘‘ Weekly Bulletin ” of the 
Department of Trade and Commerce, Ottawa. 

As a result of the present world-wide slackness in ship- 





SHIPPING—continued. 





ping, the Minister of Communications was very anxious to 
effect a combine of the leading shipping firms for the pur- 
pose of co-ordinating their forces and eliminating any over- 
lapping, thus reducing their overhead expenses and placing 
them in a stronger position to face world-wide competition. 
The idea was favourably considered by most shipping men, 
but it was proved after many conferences on the subject 
that the time was not yet ripe for such an undertaking, 
owing to the fact that the financial conditions of the various 
shipping concerns were not on a parity. 





MEXICO. 


ESTABLISHMENT OF BONDED WAREHOUSES. 
(From H.M. Chargé d’Affatres.) 
Mexico City. 


A Decree was published in February to provide for the 
establishment of what may be described as a species of 
bonded warehouses in Mexico. Companies and traders are 





to be permitted to open these wholesale depots for the storage 


of goods imported from abroad and, subject to certain 
formalities, goods will be permitted to enter the country 
free of duty, duties being only collected upon sale and 
delivery from the warehouses. 

The Government consider that this system will be advan- 
tageous to the trade of the country, and, by the elimination 
of intermediaries, will reduce the cost of merchandise to the 
benefit of the consumer. 

A translation of the Decree may be consulted by British 
firms on application to the Enquiry Office of the Department 
of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, 8.W. 1. 





PERU, 


THE PORT OF CHIMBOTE. 
(From the Commercial Secretary to H.M. Legation.) 
LIMA. 


By a provision of Law 4205, dated 30th December, 1920, 
the port of Chimbote, which serves a rich sugar-producing 
valley in the north of Peru, has been raised to the rank of 
a major port, and a Custom House of the second class is to 
be established there as soon as possible. This will allow for 
the direct discharge of cargo at the above port without 
having to comply with the Customs regulations at another 

ort. 
‘ A further provision of the Law creates an additional duty 
of 2 per cent. upon merchandise imported through Chimbote, 
which is to be applied to the installation of a water supply 
and drainage system for the town. 


SPAIN. 


BARCELONA FREE PORT. 


The ‘‘Gaceta de Madrid” of 17th February contains the 
text of a Royal Order of 8th February, which provides for 
the administration of the Deposito Franco (Free Fort) 
of Barcelona. 

Within the Deposito the following operations may be 
effected: (a) changes of packing; (b) commercial classifica- 
tion of goods, and (c) mixing and other operations, as per- 
mitted in the Free Zone at Cadiz. - 











— 
—_— 


Commercial Treaties and 
Arrangements. 








SPAIN. 





TREATIES WITH SWITZERLAND AND ITALY. 


With reference to the notice which appeared in the 
‘Journal’ of 6th January relative to the approaching 
termination of certain commercial treaties, the Board of 
Trade are informed that the Spanish Government have agreed 
to prolong the Treaty with Switzerland for a further month, 
i.e., until 20th April, 1921. 

It is understood that in addition to the treaties mentioned 
in the ‘‘Journal’’ notice referred to above, the Commercial 
and Navigation Treaty of 30th March, 1914, between Spain 
and Italy, terminated on 20th March, 1921. 


- — 
— 
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Minerals and Sietals. 


CANADA. 
MINERAL PRODUCTION IN _ 1920. 


The Annual Report of the Canadian Department of Mines 
for 1920 states that Canada furnished an output the value 
of which was greater than had been attained in any previous 
year. 

In reviewing the industry as a whole it is customary to 
express the total mineral production and to make com- 
parisons of production of different years or districts in terms 
of dollars or total values. There has been a wide range in 
price of many metals and mineral products during the past 
six or seven years, and the continuation of high prices for 
many products has of course resulted in greatly increasing 
the total value of the mineral production, even when the 
actual quantities of metals or minerals obtained might be 
decreasing. For instance, the average price of coal at the 
mine has increased from 2-40 dols. in 1913 to 4°65 dols. in 
1920, so that the same tonnage of coal as was produced in 
1913, viz., 15,012,178 tons would have a value in 1920 greater 
by over 32,000,000 dols. than was placed upon it in 1913. 

The total estimated value of the metal and mineral pro- 
duction in 1920 was 217,775,080 dols., which is greater than 
the total value reached during any preceding year. Compared 
with the production in 1919, valued at 176,686,390 dols., an 
increase of 41,088,690 dols., or 23-3 per cent. is shown, while 
compared with 1918, the previous maximum year, the 
increase was 6,473,183 dols., or 3 per cent. 

The following table summarises the total quantities and 
value of all minerals produced during the year :— 








MINERAL Propvuction oF Canapa, 1920. 
(Subject to Revision.) 




















Quantity. Value. 
METALLIC. Dols. 
Cobalt, metallic and contained in oxide, etc., 
at $2°50 per Ib. _« aa 593,920 1,484,800 
Copper, — - Ry 456 cents” - Ib. Seinen 81,155,360 14,166,479 
Gold, at $20 ~  * 766,912 15,853,478 
Iron, pig, any ie, ore ..*Tons 75,869 2,066,997 
Iron ore, sold for export a oe 7,855 58,476 
Lead, value at 8-940 cents per Ib. .. Lb. 33,985,974 3,038,346 
Nickel, value at 40 cents per lb. .. es - 61,136,493 24,454,597 
Platinum, from alluvial sands. . Oz. rd 04 
Platinum, palladium, ete., from Sudbury matte wm 1,922 122,661 
Silver, value at 100°90 cents per oz. se 12,793,541 12,908,683 
Zinc, value at 7-671 cents per Ib. .. -. Lb. 40,166,200 3,081,149 
Total 77,236,370 
NON-METALLIC. 
Actinolite a -_ .. Tons 100 1,160 
Arsenic, white, and in ore .. i ‘te 2,408 313,575 
Asbestos —— - “ = a 167,731 13,677,841 
Asbestic .. di - - 20,956 57,601 
Barytes, Manganese and 1 Tale _ “a — 131,822 
Chromite ih - - — 10,500 244,984 
Coal - aa sai ee an sek tee, tala 16,623,598 77,326, 853 
Corundum a? as si 2 - ” a) ‘ 
Feldspar .. is $i - - a - 36,856 274,075 
Fluorspar - — “~ ‘ ics 11,229 260,446 
Graphite . on rm ™ gis —— 2,227 173,537 
Grindstones i. ti - Ka <<. oo 2.319 78,136 
Gypsum .. ‘ “~ - aes vi a 429,144 1,876,595 
Magnesite - - be és = 18,378 512,756 
Magnesium sulphate 7” - st f - 1,855 30,648 
Mica ; rv - sae te = ‘oe 2,150 368,297 
Mineral water by! — 24,109 
Natural gas bas ” i= 000 cn. ft. 16,961,284 4,225,887 
Oxides .. - - os _ . Tons 18,768 144,409 
Peat : “ a . 3,900 15,600 
Petroleum, crude 7 - - - ’ Bris. 196, ‘937 821,545 
Pyrites - om . Tons 174,744 751,009 
— ‘e a. ‘s * _ wi ie 127,995 466,621 
Sal ae ¥ ee a le 210,211 1,547,879 
Sodium sulphate i és ae ie 813 19,877 
Tripolite .. ‘a st - i. 260 600 
Total “= 102,353,862 
STRUCTURAL MATERIALS AND CLAY PRODUCTS. 
Cement, Portland, Puzzolan .. .. Bris. 6,651,980 14,798,070 
Clay Products $10,533,271 
Brick, cts ($10, - ee .- 1,000 315,110 4,868,958 
Brick. pressed oa .- 1.000 81,776 1,756,760 
Fireproofing ce be .. Tons 49,220 591,216 
Hollow building blocks .- 1.000 — 284,163 
Kaolin _ .. Tons 683 15,022 
Moulded and ornamental: terra cotta si =~ 120,875 
Pottery : sa a a= 207,410 
Refractories, fire- clay, ete. er se — 517,335 
Sewerpipe .. ie .. Tons 58,827 1,549,090 
Le drain .. .. 1,000 16,061 619,442 
Lim .. Bus. 9,355,797 3,748,463 
Sand- Lime brick kn -- 1.000 46,102 718,735 
_ and gravel (not complete) _ .. Tons 6, 588, 037 3,208,660 
Sla ne ae 14,200 
e (§ 
Stone ($5.1 163 A40)— a 1,389,076 
» Limestone .. — 3,404.90 
Marble -S 240.353 
Sandstone (b) - - _ 128,214 
Total cued Materials and ow peetuste — 38,184,848 
All other Non-Metallic 4 ‘ = 102,353,862 
Total value Metallic —— 77,236,370 
— 217 775,080 


Grand total, 1920.. ‘s 








* Short tons throughout. 
(b) Additional returns of $47,500 





(a) Railway shipments 195 tons. 





MINERALS AND METALS—coniinued. Pry 
MINING REPORTS. 


The Chief Canadian Government Trade Commissioner in 
the United Kingdom states that he has received a limited 
supply of the undermentioned reports of the Canadian 
Department of Mines :— 

1. Preliminary Report on the Mineral Production of 
Canada, 1920. 

2. —— Report on the Mineral Production of Canada, 

3. Phosphate in Canada. 

Persons interested wishing to obtain copies should make 
application to him at 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 2. 


SOUTH AFRICA. 


PRODUCTION, ETC., OF MINERALS AND 
METALS IN JANUARY. 


The following statistics relating to the output, etc., of 
minerals and metals for the month of January have been 
received from the Department of Mines and Industries, 
Union of South Africa : — 














Weight. Value. 
Fine oz. £ 
RED cecsisnsrcennsansaxccuine 655,738°717 = *2,785,401 
Silver (sales and shipments) ...... 69 500-062 12,162 
Carats. 
Diamonds (output) ................... 156,992-18 747,042 
Tons. 
Coal (total coal sold) ................ 979,990-000 465,764 
Tin concentrates and metallic 
(sales and shipments) ............ €1-655 9,324 
Other basis minerals (sales and 
DEE \ncundicnduitntienceatanaens — 11,048 
4,030,741 





*Value calculated at the standard rate of £4:24773 per 
fine ounce. 
The above figures are subject to revision. 
(Nore. —Statistics of the production, etc., of minerals and 
metals in the Union of South Africa during the year 1920 
were published in the ‘‘Journal’’ of 10th March (page 280).] 


_ 


RECENT OFFICIAL PUBLICATIONS. 


Publications relating to commerce, industry, etc., recently 
issued. To be obtained from H.M. ‘Stationery Office, Tmperial 
Fouse, Kingsway, Londoa, W.C. 2, and Branches. (Post-free 
prices are in parenthesis.) 

Air Ministry—Meteorological Office. M.O. 240¢. Professional Notes. No. 
17. Report on the Thunderstorm- which caused Disastrous Floods at 
Louth on 29th May, 1920. (10d.) 

Factory and Workshop. Order 3rd March. made under the Factories, 
ete. (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act, 1916, for securing the Welfare of 
the Workers Employed in Factories or parts of Factories in which the 
Bevelling of Glass and processes incidental thereto are carried on. 
S.R.O. 288 (11d.) 

German Reparation (Recovery) Bill. H.C. 48. 

Home Office. Workmen’s Compensation. Statistics of Compensation and 
of Proceedings under the Workmen’s Comrensation Act, 1906, and the 
Employers’ Liability Act, 1880, during the year 1919. (Cmd. 1185.) (43d.) 

Imperial Mineral Resources Bureau. The Mineral Industry of the British 
Empire and Foreign Countries. Zine. (1913-19.) (8s. §d.) 

Importation of Plumage Bil! (Prohibition) (No. 3.) H.C. 40. (134.) 

League of Nations. [International Labour Conference. Draft Conven- 
tions and Recommendations adopted by the Conference during its 
second meeting, 15th June, 10th July, 1920. (French and English Texts.) 
(Cmd. 1174.) (434.) 

Meteorological Office Magazine. No. 662. March, 1921. (74.) 


a inge’ | of Food. Third Report of the Departmental Committee on 








(1}d.) 


the Who'esale Food Markets of London. llth October, 1920. (Cmd. 
1168.) (6d.) 
Ministry of Health. Voluntary Hospitals Committee. Interim Report. 
(Cmd. 1206.) (134.) 


Miscellaneous No. 4. (1921.) Franco-British Convention of December 23, 
1920, on certain points connected with the Mandates for Syria and 
the Lebanon, Palestine and Mesovotamia. (Cmd. 1195.) (1}d.) 

Nautical Almanac. Abridged. For the year 1922. (1s. 4d.) 

Peace Treaties. Treaty (of Saint German-en-Laye) with Austria. The 
Treaty of Peace (Austria) (Amendment) Order, 14th February, 1921. 
S.R.O. 269. (14d. 

Peace Treaties. 
(Treaty of Peace, 

4d 
id. 


The Egypt 


Treaty (of Neuilly-sur-Seine) with Bulgaria. 
S$ R.0. 271. 


Bulgaria) Order, 14th February, 1921. 


Peace Treaties. 
of Peace (Bulgaria) (Amendment) Order, 
270. (13d.) 

Profiteering Acts, 1919 and 1920. 
prepared by the Sub-Committee on Wool, 
by the standing Committee on the Inv estigation of Prices. 
(6d.) 

Roads, Vehicles. Road Vehicles (Registration and Licensing) Regulations. 
9th March. 1921. (544d.) 

Roval Botanic Gardens, 
No. 1. 1921. (1s. 13d 

Wreck Enquiry Report. No. 7769. SS. Baymanter. (24d.) 


- — 
— 


Treaty (of Neuilly-sur-Seine) with Bulgaria. The Treaty 
14th February, 1921. §.R.0. 


Report on the Top Making Trade 
Tons and Yarns, appointed 
(Cmd. 1192.) 


Kew. Bulletin of Miscellaneous Information 
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Customs Regulations and 
Tariff Changes. 


BRITISH EMPIRE. 


CANADA. 


PREPAYMENT OF IMPORT DUTY BY 
CUSTOMS STAMPS ON ADVERTISING 
MATTER. 

Memorandum No. 2449B, dated 16th February, 1921, con- 
tains the consolidated regulations and instructions which 
have been issued in the above matter by the Department of 
Customs and Inland Revenue, Canada. 

The complete text of the regulations and instructions con- 
tained in the Memorandum is as follows :— 

1. Customs duty stamps, for the payment of import duties 
on advertising matter, price lists and catalogues, can be 
obtained in denominations of one, two, five and ten cents 
each, on application to the Commissioner of Customs, 
Ottawa, Canada, or to the Secretary, High Commissioner 
for Canada, 17, Victoria Street, London, 8.W., England. 

2. The duty stamps are to be affixed on each package for 
the amount of duty payable on the same, and in the case of 
packages mailed in the United States these stamps should 
be affixed to the reverse side of the packages. 

3. Packets bearing Customs duty stamps on arrival at the 
frontier port in Canada shall be transferred to the Customs, 
to be checked for proper payment of duty and to have the 
Customs duty stamps thereon cancelled by marking same 
with the Customs dating stamp, or other cancellation stamp. 

4, Item 178a of the Customs Tariff provides: 

‘On the goods specified in Item 178 and imported by 
mail on and after the first day of July, 1914, duties may 
be paid by Customs Revenue stamps, under regulations 
by the Minister of Customs, at the rates specified in 
said item, except that on each separate package weigh- 
ing not more than one ounce the duty shall be one 
cent.”’ 

5. The articles specified in Tariff Item 178 are: 

‘‘Advertising pamphlets, advertising show cards, 
illustrated advertising periodicals; price books, cata- 
logues and price lists; advertising almanacs and 
calendars; patent medicine or other advertising 
circulars, fly sheets or pamphlets, advertising chromos, 
chromo-types, oleographs or like work produced by any 
process other than hand painting or drawing, and 
having any advertisement or advertising matter 
printed, lithographed or stamped thereon, or attached 
thereto, including advertising bills, folders and posters, 
or other similar artistic work, lithographed, printed, or 
stamped on paper or cardboard for business or advertise- 
ment purposes, n.o.p.”’ 

By Regulations under Tariff Item 178a it is ordered that 
on packets of advertising matter above referred to the duty 
may be prepaid by affixing Customs duty stamps thereon 
according to the following scale, viz. :— 


Under the British Preferential Tariff. 











Duty. 

Cents 
Up to and including 13 02. ............-seeeeeeeee 1 
Over 14 oz. and not exceeding 34 0%. ............ 2 
Over 31 oz. and not exceeding 4% 02. ............ 3 
Over 43 oz. and not exceeding 63 02. ............ 4 
Over 63 oz. and not exceeding 8 oz. ..,......... D 
Over 8 oz. and not exceeding 93 oz. ............ 6 
Over 91 oz. and not exceeding 11/ oz. .. ....... ion 
Over 111 oz. and not exceeding 122 oz. . .......... 8 
Over 123 oz. and not exceeding 144 oz. .......... of 
Over 141 oz. and not exceeding 16 oz. ............ 10 

Under the General Tariff. 

Duty 

Cents 
Up to and including 1 02. ........-..sssseeeeeeeeeeerees 1 
Over 1 oz. and not exceeding 24 oz. ............ 2 
Over 21 oz. and not exceeding 34 02. .........4+. 3 
Over 31 oz. and not exceeding 44 02. .........+. 4 
Over 41 oz. and not exceeding 5} 027. ..........4. 5 
Over 51 oz. and not exceeding 63 oz. ............ 6 
Over 61 oz. and not exceeding 73 02. ..........-. 7 
Over 71 oz. and not exceeding 84 07. ..........-. 8 
Over 81 oz. and not exceeding 93 oz. ............ 9 
Over 91 oz. and not exceeding 103 oz. ............ 10 
Over 101 oz. and not exceeding 112 0%. ............ 1] 


Over 112 oz. and not exceeding 123 oz. ............ 12 
Over 123 oz. and not exceeding 14 oz. 
Over 14 oz. and not exceeding 15 oz. 
Over 15 oz. and not exceeding 16 oz. ............ 15 








CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES—continued 


BARBADOS. 


EXPORTATION OF RICE PERMITTED. 


A Proclamation, dated 3rd February, 1921, has been issued 
which revokes the Proclamation, dated 27th May, 1920, pro- 
hibiting the exportation of rice from the Colony. 


FEDERATED MALAY STATES. 


EXPORT OF CHINA CLAY, CHINA STONE, 
AND FELSPAR PROHIBITED. 


_ The ‘Federated Malay States Government Gazette 
Extraordinary”? of 7th January contains copy of Notifica- 
tion No. 3 of 1921, issued under Section 26 of the ‘‘Customs 
Knactment, 1920,” which states that the exportation of the 
following articles from the Federated Malay States is 
prohibited, viz. :— : 

China clay or kaolin, potash-felspar, or soda-felspar, 

intended for use as a flux or glaze, and china stone. 


GOLD COAST. 


IMPORTATION OF LEFT-HAND DRIVE MOTOR 
VEHICLES PROHIBITED. 


Order-in-Council (No. 1 of 1921), dated 2lst January, 
1921, prohibits, as from 1st January, 1922, the importation 
of left-hand drive motor vehicles into the Gold Coast. 


GRENADA. 
ADDITIONAL EXPORT DUTIES. 


The following notice is issued in substitution of the notice 
appearing under the above heading in the ‘‘Board of Trade 
Journal” of 17th February, 1921, in which the export duties 
leviable under the Export Duties Ordinance are incorrectly 
stated, viz. :— 

Under an Order-in-Council, dated 2nd December, 1920, 
additional duties are imposed on various articles exported 
from Grenada, with effect from Ist January, 1921, to 31st 
December, 1921. 

The following statement shows the export duties now in 
force under the Export Duties Ordinance (Ch. 8) and the 
additional duties now leviable under the Order-in-Council 
above referred to:— 





























Export Additional 
Duties in export 
force under | duties from’! 
the Export | Ist January 
Duties to 3lst De- 
Ordinance. | cember, 1921. 


Articles. 





s. d. s. d. 
Cocoa (when the London market price 
thereof does not exceed 50s. per cwt.) 


per cwt. or fractional part 0 7% as 

Cocoa (when the London market price 
exceeds 50s. per cwt.) 

per cwt. or fractional part 1 3 ,: _ 
Cotton - 7 ne a - 0 4 0 3 
Cotton Seed - i r r» 0 2 0 33 
Nutmegs .. - - “ a 0 6 0 7 
Mace ee ” » ” ” 1 0 — 














KENYA. 


PAYMENT OF CUSTOMS DUTIES. 


The ‘‘Official Gazette’ of 9th February contains copy of 
Ordinance No. 2 of 1921, assented to 5th February, 1921, 
which repeals the proviso to Section 2 of the ‘‘Customs 
Tariff Ordinance, 1909.’’ This proviso allowed duties 
leviable on goods imported into or exported from Kenya to 
be paid in kind, if the nature of the goods permitted of such 
payment. | 








SOUTHERN RHODESIA. 


IMPORTATION OF SECONDHAND BLANKETS, 
BOOTS, ETC. 


The ‘British South Africa Company’s Gazette’”’ of 28th 
January contains copy of Government Notice No. 46 of that 
date, prohibiting the importation into Southern Rhodesia 
of secondhand blankets, boots, shoes, hats or caps (exclusive 
of travellers’ personal effects), unless each consignment is 
accompanied by a certificate furnished by a recognised public 
authority at the port of shipment or place of origin, to the 
effect that the articles contained therein are clean and have 
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CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES—continued 





been sufficiently disinfected in a manner prescribed in the 
Notice to destroy any infection or vermin, and stating in 
detail the method of disinfection and the apparatus used, 
together with satisfactory evidence that the package has 
not been opened or tampered with since the issue of the 
certificate of disinfection. 

It is stated in the notice that should the specified articles 
be found on examination to be dirty and uncleansed, the 
whole consignment shall be confiscated and destroyed. 

The provisions of this Notice do not apply to blankets, 
boots, etc., imported into Southern Rhodesia from the Union 
of South Africa, as these articles, on arrival at Union ports 
en route for Southern Rhodesia, are not allowed to go for- 
ward unless they are accompanied by the proper certificates 
of disinfection. In this connection attention is drawn to 
the Notice published in the issue of this ‘‘Journal’’ for 17th 
February, 1921. 





FOREIGN. 


BULGARIA. 


REVISED EXPORT DUTIES ON CERTAIN 
GOODS. 
H.M. Minister at Sofia reports that revised export duties 


on skins, meat, vegetables, vegetable seed, and certain other 
goods exported from Bulgaria. were published in the 








Bulgarian ‘“‘State Gazette” on 9th March. Particulars of the . 


revised duties are given below: for the most part the new 
duties are at a much lower rate than those previously in 
force, particulars of which were given in the notice at pages 
153-4 of the issue of this ‘‘Journal’’ for 10th February last. 


No. in 

Export 

Tariff. 

13.—Skins, raw, fresh, salted, or dried— 
(a) Of horned cattle: 


Per 100 kilogs net. 


(1) Wet salted  .......-.cseeceeeereeeeeeeeeeeereeeeeees aa 
(2) Dry salted  .........secsseseceeceeeeseeeeseeeeeeee sees 
(3) Dry unsalted —.......csseseseseeeereneeeeeeeeeereeeess 1 
(b) Of small cattle: a 
(1) Lamb  .......ccceeeeeeeeeeceeseeerseeeeeececeeneeeeecees 7 
(2) Ewes .......ssceseesescesseneeccsecensceeeenseccesees coos = 
(3) Grats .....cccccecseseeeeeccceecenssescecseensccooooosos® a 
(4) Kid ....:..ssssseeseeeseseeseceesneoereeeseeeneneononeess 4 
(c) Hare senssvseneactensvononnsserncenssnsonsossneassaseseeneeert® “4 
(d) Fox  ......ssseesessssssseesenecseeeseeenenees San el 
(e) Marten and ermine —— = dl 
(f) Wild cat ......cccsceeesessssereceeeneesentssceronscssoneees pa 
(7) Badger ........sssscccssssssseerccssssensnacsccssoenssreesee® Bess 
(h) Others — ......--scsseesssrecenserrecesssnnecsnnvnsnscecees : 
14.—Meat (all kinds)— - 
(a) Fresh  .......sssssssessesesssnssseeccscesssnnsssenonsennensree® = 
(b) Dried sausage ......sssssececssseeeesereeecreseeesscsseee hn 
(c) Salted or otherwise prepared ......-.-:.ssseeeeeeree a 
16.—Kashkaval cheese ......seseeeeeeeeereceeeeeeensereesersees 
17.—Buiter and edible fats— ia 
(a) Milk butter  .........-:sssseseeeeseeereeereneeeneeereeeerces me 
(b) Pork lard  .......cccccccssscceseresssesssrsneenesesececesee® = 
(ce) Grease .......--seescseecorcenssnssccccconcnasanssesonsecsnsenes = 
(d) Margarine, fat, CtC  ...--...essseereereeeeeeeeereeereneers po 
(e) Other .........ccccsesseeesesssreeceensssesenerrecsensnenersees ae 
DBT osnnnsnnconeveessenevcccessesensocseosenensnscsocosononses 
28.—Cocoons— 
(a) Healthy ......sccccccsessssereeeceetetessessecensererensesnees ~ 
(b) Unsuitable for UNWINGING  .......eeeveeeeereeeereeees 
ex-26.—Pulse, viz.— ™ 
(a) Beans .........-cccccrrorssossessersccrecseconsoooncssoscsoeess i. 
(bd) Lentils ...........sssssseesesssrneenseesenccesssonecsnseeeeees 
31 (f) Vegetable seeds (all kinds)— “ 
(1) Onion —...... cree eee eens setececeaneneeeneeeeeeteneecess n 
(2) Pepper, tomato, PAT]IC  ....eeseceeeeeeeereeereeees “ 
(3) Cucumber, carrot ........--essseeeeseseeseeseeeece ees Bn 
(4) Kohl-rabi  .........:::ssceeeceessesssseseeeseensteseees 


33.—Vegetables— Per 100 kilogs gross. 


(a) Garlic (ordimary) ...-..+--+sssseeeerereres as ae _ 
Rete ec cocscccccsncoducesdecounenesousseseasesevese 50 

(b) Onions reoneoonsehsonsnneannens ny nl 
(c) Potatoes ......------c-cssssssereesesenrsesesnsnensnsnsnsne sees 3 

ex-38 (a) Sumac (for TANNING) — ..........0eeeeersrerereocers 2:5 
4A (a) Wood fuel .....-...:sseeeerecteterssseseteereeterenanenserens 2 








CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES—coniinued. 


ITALY. 


SILK FABRICS SUBJECT TO CESSION 
Ol EXCHANGE. 


With reference to previous notices in this ‘Journal’’ 
regarding the ‘‘cession of exchange’’ for certain products 
exported from Italy, it should be noted that the Italian 
“Gazzetta Ufficiale” for 28th February contains a Decree, 
dated 19th February, which provides that, as from Ist March, 
the export of silk fabrics from Italy shall only be permitted 
on condition that the foreign credits resulting therefrom be 
ceded to the Italian Treasury. 

The Italian Customs are not to allow such goods to be 
exported unless a certificate is produced from one of the 
branches of the Banca d’Italia attesting that the currency 
has been surrendered. Should the exporter be unable to do 
so before the = are exported, he must give an undertak- 
ing to surrender within three months the foreign currency 
obtained. 











MARTINIQUE. 


EXPORT DUTY ON SUGAR INCREASED. 


The French ‘Journal Officiel’? for 18th March contains a 
Presidential Decree, dated 12th March, which increases, 
from 3 frs. to 21 frs. per 100 kilogs (net weight) the duty 
levied on the export of sugar from Martinique. 


ROUMANIA. 


IMPORTATION OF PAPER TUBES FOR 
CIGARETTES PROHIBITED. 


The Legation of Roumania in London notifies that, as from 
22nd February, the Roumanian Government have prohibited 
the importation into Roumania of ‘‘paper tubes” for hand 
made cigarettes. 


EXPORT DUTY ON BENZINE AND OTHER 
ARTICLES MODIFIED. 


H.M. Commercial Secretary at Bucharest has forwarded 
copy and translation of a Roumanian Decree, dated 5th 
March, and published in the ‘‘Moniteur Oficial” on 6th 
March, which reduces the export duty on benzine and certain 
other articles exported from Roumania. The new export 
duties provided for by the Decree are as follows (those 
formerly in force are given in the notice at pages 584-5 of 
the issue of this ‘‘Journal’’ for 11th November last. 

Export tax per wagon 
(of 10 metric tons). 











ee 11,000 
a 11,000 
Distilled petroleum .................0. 4,000 
Light (lubricating) oils .............. 3.6 

Heavy (lubricating) oils ............... 7,000 
SS => nih aaed alt aie aa itacrceaachen ti 300 
re 15,000 


The Decree also provides that hats wholly or partly made 
in the country are exempted from export tax. 


SERB-CROAT-SLOVENE STATE. 
EXPORT REGULATIONS AND DUTIES. 


The Board pf Trade are in receipt of copy and translation 
of a Decision of the Economic-Financial Committee of the 
Ministerial Council, dated 19th February, which contains 
revised regulations (effective as from 19th February) respect- 
ing the exportation of goods from the Kingdom of the Serbs, 
Croats, and Slovenes. 

The exportation of all goods is permitted, under the con- 
ditions laid down in Art. 4 of the Decree of 16th April, 1920 
(see page 748 of the ‘Board of Trade Journal’”’ for 3rd June, 
1920), with the exception of the following goods, the exporta- 
tion of which is still prohibited :— 

1, Wheat and wheat flour. 

2. Oats.* 

3. Horses, mares and foals (except horses of Belgian and 

4 








Normandy breed). 

. Cattle and buffaloes, except those weighing over 500 
kilogs (live weight). Bulls must be over 3 years of age 
and female cattle and buffaloes over 8 years old. 

5. Sheep, except fattened sheep. 
6. Wool and woollen products, except carpets. 





* A later decision authorises the export of 80,000 metric 
tons of oats, subject to the fulfilment of certain conditions 
(including payment of export dutv and of a tax of 10 dinars 
per 100 kilogs as ‘‘turnover’’ tax). 
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7. Sugar. 

8. Coal, except lignite. 

9. Gold and silver, and all manufactures thereof. 

10. Scrap and old iron. 

The present decision also contains a revised list of export 
duties, particulars of which may be obtained from the Tariff 
Section of the Department of Overseas Trade, 18, Queen 
Anne’s Gate, London, S.W. 1, where a complete translation 
of the list is available for inspection. The new duties are, in 
general, lower than those previously in force. 


SPAIN. 


EXPORT DUTY ON OILCAKES ABOLISHED. 

The ‘‘Gaceta de Madrid’ for 19th March contains a Spanish 
Royal Order, dated 17th March, which provides for the 
abolition of the duty of 2 pesetas per 100 kilogs hitherto 
levied on the export of linseed cake and other oilseed cakes. 
The export of these goods will, however, still be subject to 
an export licence being granted. 


SWITZERLAND. 
IMPORTATION OF INDUSTRIAL ALCOHOL. 


The Board of Trade have received copy of a Decree of the 
Swiss Federal Council, dated Ist March and effective on the 
following day, regarding the sale of industrial alcohol. 

The Decree provides, inter alia, for the prohibition of the 
importation of industrial alcohol into Switzerland by private 
persons. The Alcohol Régie may, however, until the end of 
June next, permit the importation of foreign alcohol, proved 
to have been contracted for prior to the enforcement of this 
Decree, subject to the payment of import duties and to 
denaturing. 

Alcohol for burning may be exported to foreign countries 
subject to permission for such export being obtained from 
the Régie. 


IMPORT RESTRICTIONS ON CERTAIN GOODS. 

With reference to the notice at page 338 of last week’s 
issue of this ‘‘Journal’’ respecting the enforcement of import 
restrictions on certain goods on importation into Switzerland, 
the Board of Trade have now received copies of the two 
Decrees of the Swiss Federal Council, dated 14th March and 
published in the ‘‘Recueil des Lois Fédérales’’ on 16th March, 
relating to the matter. 

The first Decree directs the Department of Public Economy 
to examine requests for the restriction of importation of 
goods, and to submit its proposals to the Federal Council 
after consultation with a Commission containing representa- 
tives of the principal economic groups. The Federal Council 
is then to specify the goods, and (as far as possible) the 
relevant Tariff numbers of the goods, to which the import 
restriction is to apply. The Department of Public Economy 
is authorised, if need be, to extend the import restrictions to 
goods under other Tariff numbers within the limits of the 
categories of goods specified by the Federal Council. 

The Department is authorised to issue general licences, or 
to issue special licences for individual cases. The fee to be 
paid for the issue of import licences is to be from 2 to 6 per 
cent. of the value of the goods, with a minimum fee of 2 francs 
per licence. The Department of Public Economy is to fix 
(within these limits) the fees relating to the various classes 
of goods the importation of which may be restricted. 

The second Decree contains the following specification of 
goods which became subject to import licences, as from 18th 
March until further notice, applications for 1mport licences 
for such goods having to be dealt with by the Import and 
Export Section of the Department of Public Economy : — 

1.—Cooners’ wares (Tariff No. 256). 

2.—Wicker furniture and basket-makers’ work :— 

Tariff Nos. 278-280 (i.e., furniture of basket work). 

Tariff Nos. 512-5 (i.e., basket-makers’ wares, with- 
out frame). 

3.—Paner and cardhoard, and wares thereof : — 

Tariff Nos. 292-5 (i.e., pasteboard, packing paper, 
except ‘‘patent packing’’ and tarred paper). 

Tariff No. 299 (i.e., tissue paper weighing 25 gms. 
or less per square metre). 

Tariff Nos. 300-1 (i.e., printing, writing, letter and 
drawing paper of one colour). 

Tariff Nos. 303-4 (i.e., cardboard). 

Tariff Nos. 305-10 (i.e., paper and cardboard, ruled, 
coated, oiled, chemically prepared, or otherwise 
manipulated as indicated in the Tariff Nos.). 

Tariff Nos. 312-317 (i.e., paper and cardboard typo- 
graphed, lithographed, or otherwise printed). 

Tariff Nos. 326-7 (i.e., prints and engravings, not 
photographs). 

Tariff Nos. 330-3 (i.e., paper boxes, cardboard 
tubes, cardboard for boxes, paper bags, and 
envelopes). 




















CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES—continued. 





— No. 335 (i.e., business books, agenda books, 
etc.). 

Tariff No. 338-40 (i.e., bookbinders’ wares, bobbins 
of paper or cardboard, and cardboard wares not 
specially mentioned in the Tariff). 

ex-Tariff No. 641 (i.e., asphalted cardboard), and 
Roofing board. 

4. Glass bottles (ex-Tariff Nos. 691-3, i.e., not including 
polished, engraved, etc., bottles). 

o. Iron furniture (ex-Tariff Nos. 783-4). 

6. Tin boxes (ex-Tariff No. 789). 


TUNIS. 
IMPORT OF SUGAR. 


The ‘‘Journal Officiel Tunisien’’ for 5th March contains a 
Beylical Decree, dated 19th. February, which modifies the 
Decree, dated 23rd November last (noted at page 749 of the 
‘Board of Trade Journal” for 23rd December), as regards 
the import of sugar. 

Sugar may now be freely imported into Tunis, provided 
that the importer purchases from the State stocks an equal 
quantity of sugar, which must include at least 90 per cent. 
of granulated or powdered sugar. 

The importer may sell direct imported sugar or sugar im- 
ported from the Government, wholesale or retail, but not at 
a price above that fixed by the ‘Commissions des prix 
normaux.” 











Openings for British Trade. 


(NOTICE TO MANUFACTURERS AND EXPORTERS. 
—British firms may obtain the names and addresses of the 
persons or firms referred to in the following notices of 
“Openings”? by applying to the Department of Overseas 
Trade, and quoting the specific reference number and 
country. 

In cases of doubt or difficulty in regard to restrictions on 
trading, reference should be made personally or by letter 
to the Department of Overseas Trade (Development and 
Intelligence), 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W. 1. 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
— of Overseas Trade, except where otherwise 
stated. 








BRITISH EMPIRE. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


TENDERS INVITED. 
_ CLEANING STORES.—The Corporation of Trinity House are 
inviting tenders for the supply of sundry cleaning stores required 
for the year ending 31st March, 1922. Forms of tender with 
all necessary information may be obtained, and the samples in- 
spected, at Trinity House, Tower Hill, London, E.C.3, between 
the hours of 10.30 a.m., and 4.30 p.m. 

Tenders must be addressed to the Secretary of the Corporation 
as ahove, and delivered not later than 10 a.m., on 4th April. 

FLAGS AND BUNTING.—The Corporation of Trinity House 
also invite tenders for the supplv of flags and bunting, required 
for the year ending 3lst March, 1922. 

Tenders, on the proper forms, should be addressed to the 
Secretary of the Corporation, and delivered at Trinity House 
not later than 10 a.m. on 7th April, 1921. 

Forms of Tender, with all necessary information, may be 
obtained at Trinity House, as above, between the hours of 10.30 
a.m. and 4.30 p.m. 








AUSTRALIA. 


HOSIERY, YARNS.—A Sydney firm, with good connections 
throughout the Commonwealth, desire to get into touch with 
United Kingdom manufacturers of cotton and lisle hosiery, and 
cotton and silk yarns, with a view to undertaking their representa- 
tion, on a commission basis, throughout the Commonwealth. (Re- 
ference No. 392.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 


TENDERS INVITED. 

2,200 VOLT CABLE.—With reference to the recent invitations 
to tender by the Victorian Government Railways for 12 miles of 
two-core lead-sheathed, wire armoured 2,200 volt cable, the 
Department of Overseas Trade is now informed by H.M. Senior 
Trade Commissioner in Australia, that the Railway Department 
is prepared to give consideration to alternative offers for cable 
with section of each core -0145 square inch in lieu of -015 as 
originally specified. 

Sealed tenders in this contract are returnable to the Victorian 
Railway Commissioners, Spencer Street, Melbourne, by 4th May. 

Copies of the original specifications may be consulted by 
United Kingdom firms interested at the Department of Over- 
seas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, (Room 59), Westminster, 8.W.1. 
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OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE—coniinued. 





EXTENSION OF TIME FOR TENDERS. 

TELEPHONE SWITCHBOARDS.—The Department of Over- 
seas Trade are informed by H.M. Senior Trade Commissioner 
in Australia that the time limit for tendering for the telephone 
switchboards recently notified as being required by the Postmaster 
General’s Department at Melbourne (Schedule No. 1,670) has 
been extended from 19th April to 3lst May. 

A copy of the specifications, etc., relating to the contract can 
be seen by United Kingdom firms interested at the Department 
of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, (Room 59), West- 
minster, S.W.1. 





CANADA. 

COTTON YARNS (ALSO MERCERISED), AND ARTI- 
FICIAL SILK YARNS.—A manvfacturers’ agent in Toronto 
wishes to obtain representation of United Kingdom manufacturers 
of cotton yarns (also mercerised), artificial silk varns, and cotton 
and woollen piece-goods, on a commission basis, for the whole 
of Canada. (Reference No. 393.) 

FINE LEATHER GLOVES, HOSIERY, KNITTED GOODS. 
—A firm of manufacturers’ agents in Winnipeg desire to obtain 
the representation of United Kingdom manufacturers of children’s 
jerseys, men’s, women’s, and children’s hosiery and knitted goods, 
also fine leather gloves, on a commission basis, for Western 
Canada (Port Arthur, Ontario to Victoria, British Columbia). 
(Reference No. 394.) 

COMPOSITION FLOORING, CORK FLOOR TILES.—A firm 
of manufacturers’ agents in Winnipeg desire to obtain the repre- 
sentation, on a commission basis, for Western Canada, of United 
Kingdom manufacturers of cork composition floor tiles, and 
jointless composition flooring, suitable for hospitals and institu- 
tions. (Reference No. 395.) 

WOOLLEN AND COTTON PIECE-GOODS AND YARNS.— 
A firm of manufacturers’ agents in Toronto desire to obtain the 
representation of United Kingdom manufacturers of yarns, cotton 
yarns (fine), woollen manufactures, serge suitings, dress goods, 
hosiery, and underwear, on a commission basis, for the Province 
of Ontario. (Reference No. 396.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 


ENQUIRY AT OFFICE OF CANADIAN TRADE 
COMMISSIONER. 

The following enquiry has been received at the Canadian 
Government Trade Commissioner’s Office, Portland House, 73, 
Basinghall Street, London, E.C.2, whence further information 
may be obtained :— 

MARKET SOUGHT FOR GRAMOPHONE MOTORS.—A 
Canadian company manufacturing gramophone motors wish to 
obtain export orders. Illustrated catalogue available. 








NEW ZEALAND. 
FANCY GOODS, MOTOR TYRES, ETC.—A New Zealand firm 


desire to secure the agency, on a purchase basis, of United 
Kingdom manufacturers of motor tyres, cap paper, briar pipes, 
and novelties, and specialities of every description. They have 
had some years’ experience of the market, and are well regarded 
locally. (Reference No. 397.) 

CHINA, GLASS, CUTLERY, AND OTHER HOUSEHOLD 
REQUISITES.—A Wellington house, who have been established 
many years in the market, desire to secure the representation for 
New Zealand of British manufacturers of glassware, household 
china, table cutlery, aluminium-ware, gas irons, carpets, lino- 
leum, etc. The firm propose to act on a purchase basis, and are 
locally considered to be reliable and energetic. (Reference No. 


ELECTRICAL COOKING, HEATING, AND LIGHTING 
APPARATUS.—A manufacturers’ representative of high stand- 
ing, established in Wellington, desire to secure New Zealand 
agencies for United Kingdom manufacturers of the above electri- 
cal goods. The enquirer holds a number of agencies for gas 
heating, and lighting appliances and allied lines, and should, 
therefore, be able to handle to advantage electrical specialities 
of a similar nature. (Reference No. 399.) 

Applications for names ard addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 





EUROPE. 





BELGIUM. 

WOOLLEN GOODS, ESPECIALLY SUITINGS.—A Belgian 
residing near Charleroi desires to secure, for Southern Belgium, 
the sole agency or agency on commission of United Kingdom 
firms manufacturing woollen goods, especially suitings. (Refer- 


ence No. 
Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 


Department of Overseas Trade. 





FRANCE. 

COTTON AND WOOLLEN YARNS AND PIECE-GOODS.— 
H.M. Consul-General, Paris, reports that an agent in that city 
desires to represent British manufacturers of cotton and woollen 
yarns and piece-goods, for the sale of their goods, on commission 
in France and particularly in Paris. Correspondence in English 
or French. (Reference No. 401.) 





OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE—coniinued. 





WHITE FELT FOR JOINTS, FELT IN DISCS, ASBES- 
TOS, VULCANISED FIBRE, EMERY CLOTH.—H.M. Consul- 
General, Paris, also reports that an agent in that city desires 
to take up an exclusive agency for British manufacturers of white 
felt for joints, felt in discs for polishing, asbestos (in sheets, 
strings, linings, and packings), vulcanised fibre and emery cloth 
(in discs, etc.). (Reference No. 402.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 





ITALY. 

LEATHER.—An Italian citizen resident in Milan desires to 
secure agencies, on a consignment basis, of United Kingdom 
manufacturers of leather suitable for the saddlery, harness, and 
boot and shoe industries. Correspondence may be carried on 
in French and Italian. (Reference No. 403. 

MOTOR CARS AND ACCESSORIES.—An Anglo-Italian firm, 
with head offices at Savona, desire to secure the representation, 
for the whole of Italy, of United Kingdom manufacturers of 
motor cars and accessories. The applicants have extensive 
engineering and motor works and showrooms stocked with 
engineering outfit. They have connections and business relations 
in the motor trade throughout Italy, France, Spain, and South 
America. Correspondence in English, Italian, French and 
Spanish. (Reference No. 404.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 





NORWAY. 

MATERIALS FOR WATERWORKS; SHIPBUILDING 
MATERIALS.—A firm of engineers in Bergen desire to represent 
British manufacturers of materials for waterworks, such as pipes, 
hose, etc., and of shipbuilding materia‘s, iron and steel plates, 
anchors, chains, steel wire, and diving apparatus. (Reference 
No. 405.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 





SERB-CROAT-SLOVENE STATE. 

TEXTILES, ETC.—Two firms, with British interests and 
having establishments in the Serb-Croat-Slovene State, are pre- 
pared to correspond with United Kingdom firms willing to send 
textile and other goods on consignment. Such goods must first 
be chosen by sample to suit the market. (Reference No. 406.) 
_ AGENTS’ SERVICES OFFERED.—A general commercial and 
industrial agency in Belgrade, importing all classes of manufac- 
tured goods and exporting agricultural products, desires to enter 
into business relations with United Kingdom manufacturers and 
merchants. Correspondence in English. (Reference No. 4 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 





SPAIN. 

TRON AND STEEL HOOPS, ETC.—A firm of commission 
agents in Malaga are desirous of obtaining an agency, on a 
commission basis, for a British firm of manufacturers of iron and 
steel hoops for casks, and iron and steel strapping for cases. 
(Reference No. , 

JEWELLERY, GLOVES, TEXTILES, ETC.—A commission 
agent in Madrid desires to represent British firms exporting 
jewellery, gloves, fancy goods, hosiery, textiles, and hard haber- 
dashery. (Reference No. 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 


— tt 


Government Notices 
affecting Trade. 


EXPORT SECTION. 


REMOVALS FROM LIST OF PROHIBITED 
EXPORTS. 

The Board of Trade (Licensing Section) announces that 
as from 3lst March, 1921, the following will be removed 
from the list of Prohibited Exports: — 

Bacon and Ham, including tinned Bacon and Ham. 


FIREARMS, AMMUNITION, ETC., PROHIBITED 
TO BE IMPORTED. 

The Board of Trade (Licensing Section) announces that by 
Order in Council, dated 24th March, 1921, the following 
goods have been prohibited to be imported into the United 
Kingdom : — 

Firearms, lethal, and other lethal weapons from which 
a missile can be discharged, including parts of such fire- 
arms or weapons. 

Ammunition, including grenades, bombs end other 
similar missiles, whether such missiles are capable of 
use with a firearm or not, and components of such 
ammunition. 
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GOVERNMENT NOTICES AFFECTING TRADE—coniinued. 


OPEN GENERAL LICENCES FOR IMPORTATION 
OF FIREARMS, AMMUNITION, ETC. 
Open General Licences have been issued by the Board of 
Trade for:— 
(1) The importation of Smooth Bore Shot Guns, Air 
> Guns, Air Rifles and Ammunition therefor into 
Great Britain and the Isle of Man. | 

(2) Firearms, Ammunition, etc., imported into Ireland 
under permits issued under Restoration of Order 
in Ireland, Regulation 31. 

(3) The importation into Great Britain and the Isle of 
Man of firearms and ammunition brought in as 
personal luggage by officers of H.M. Forces. 

(4) Firearms, Ammunition, etc., consigned to the— 

Directing Ordnance Officer, Royal Arsenal, 
Woolwich. 

Assistant Director of Ordnance Stores (ammu- 
nition), War Office (Embankment Annex). 

Chief Inspector, Royal Arsenal, Woolwich. 

Chief Inspector of Small Arms, Royal Small 





° Arms Factory, Enfield Lock, Middlesex. 
Chief Ordnance Officer, Weedon, Northampton- 
shire. 


Superintendent of Experiments, Shoeburyness. 

Applications for specific Import Licences should be ad- 

dressed to the Licensing Section, Board of Trade, Great 
George Street, London, 8.W. 1. 





NEW LIST OF ARMS, AMMUNITION, ETC., 
PROHIBITED TO BE EXPORTED. 
The Board of Trade (Licensing Section) announce that 
by Orders in Council, dated 24th March, 1921, the existing 
list of Arms and Ammunition and similar goods prohibited 
to be exported from the United Kingdom has been revoked, 
and a new list substituted. The export of several articles 
on the previous list is now unrestricted, e.g., gas cylinders 
and armour plates, whilst certain articles of exclusive 
military interest are added to the list, e.g., depth charges, 
bombs, bombing apparatus, and flame-throwers. The Ex- 
port Prohibited Goods are now as follows : — 
1. Cannon and other ordnance and component parts 
thereof. 
2. Carriages and mountings for cannon and other 
ordnance and component parts thereof. 
3. Cartridges, charges of all kinds, and component parts 
thereof. 
4. Explosives, except the following :— 
Safety Fuses. 
Dynamite. 
Rex Powder. 
Fireworks. 
Amorces. 


Blasting Gelatine. 
Gelignite. 
Gelatine Dynamite. 
Viking Powder. 
Detonators. 
Electric Detonators. Fog Signals. 
Monobel. Bonbons. 

. Firearms and component parts thereof. 

. Grenades and component parts thereof. 

Machine guns, interrupter gears, mountings for 
machine guns and component parts thereof. 

. Projectiles of all kinds except air-gun pellets and 
component parts thereof. 

Mines, land or sea, and component parts thereof. 

. Depth charges and component parts thereof. 

. Bombs, bombing apparatus, and component parts 
thereof. 

. Flame-throwers and component parts thereof. 

. Fuses (other than safety fuses) and component parts 
thereof. 
14. Torpedoes and component parts thereof. 
15. Torpedo tubes, or other apparatus for discharging 

torpedoes. 

The Open General Licence for the export of smooth-bore 
guns and munitions for use therewith to certain destina- 
tions has been renewed. 

Applications for export licences should continue to be ad- 
dressed to the Licensing Section, Board of Trade, Great 
George Street, London, S.W. 1. 


POSTAL SECTION. 
MAILS FOR ANATOLIA (TURKEY). 


The Postmaster-General announces that according to in- 
formation from the Ottoman Post Office, correspondence 
addressed to those parts of Anatolia in the occupation of 
the Nationalists (Kemalists) is not delivered unless written 
in French or Turkish. Newspapers and other printed 
paners in any language other than Turkish are not delivered. 

The principal places in Nationalist occupation are :— 
Afion-Kara-Hissar, Alashehr, Amassia, Angora, Diarbekir, 
Erzerum, Eski-Shehr, Ineboli, Kaisariya, Kastamouni, 
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GOVERNMENT NOTICES AFFECTING TRADE—continued. 





Kharput, Konia, Kutaya, Malatia, Mardin, Odemish, Ordu, 
Ouchak, Samsun, Sinope, Sivas, Trebizond, Urfa. 


GENERAL SECTION. 


*% 








GERMAN REPARATION (RECOVERY) 
ACT, 1921. 


NOTICE TO IMPORTERS AND AGENTS. 

1. Importer to pay half value of German goods to Customs. 
—Under the German Reparation (Recovery) Act, 1921, and 
Treasury Regulations made thereunder, the importer of any 
goods to which the Act applies must pay 50 per cent. of the 
value of the goods to the Commissioners of Customs and 
Excise, whose receipt for the sum so paid operates as a good 
discharge as against the person to whom the purchase price 
of the goods is due. The Act comes into force as from 1st 
April, 1921, inclusive. Goods imported in transhipment or 
in transit and dealt with under the appropriate Customs 
regulations are exempt. 

2.—Goods to which Act applies.—The Act applies to— 

(a) Goods first consigned from Germany, irrespective 
of the place of manufacture or production. 

(b) Goods wholly manufactured or produced in 
Germany irrespective of the place whence consigned to 
the United Kingdom. 

(c) Goods partially manufactured or produced in 
Germany, irrespective of the place whence consigned to 
the United Kingdom, unless 25 per cent. or more of the 
value of the goods is attributable to processes of manu- 
facture undergone since the goods last left Germany. 

3.—Value on which payment based.—The value of imported. 
German goods for the purposes of the Act is the amount 
which an importer would give for them, excluding freight 
and insurance, but including the amount payable to the 
Commissioners under the Act. The Act gives the Commis- 
sioners power to determine value, but without prejudice to 
such power the sum stated in an invoice of goods imported 
on sale to be the price of the goods will, if it includes the 
sum payable to the Commissioners under the Act, be taken 
as prima facie evidence of the value of the goods. 

4. Goods already contracted or paid for.—A separate 
leaflet has been prepared giving information with regard to 
goods imported under contract entered into before 8th March, 
1921 (Sec. 1 (1) for payments or advances made, considera- 
tions given or obligations undertaken before 8th March, 
1921 (Sec. 3 (6) ). 

5. Entries for goods to which the Act applies must be 
accompanied by a special statement in Form No. 140 (Sale). 
The declaration on the entry must include a statement as 
follows : — 

“‘T further declare that the particulars shown in the 
annexed statement are true.”’ 

6. Invoices.—The relative invoice must be produced with 
every statement under paragraph 5, and a copy (in addition 
to any copy required for other purposes) must be supplied 
for retention by the Customs. 

7. Postponement of Payment under Bond.—The repara- 
tion payment is payable when the Customs entry is made, 
and before the goods are delivered, but on reasonable cause 
being shown, payment may be postponed for a time, not 
exceeding three months, on security being given by bond, 
subject to the proviso that in no case will payment be 
deferred beyond the date upon which payment of the pur- 
chase money is due. 

8. Receipts for Reparation Payments.—An official receipt 
will be given for every payment. This receipt will operate 
as a good discharge, up to the sum covered by it, as against 
the person to whom the purchase price is due, and the receipt 
of the Commissioners is conclusive evidence of such payment 
(Sec. 1. (2).). 

9. Entries for all goods claimed to be outside the operation 
of the Act which are imported from European countries must 
contain a declaration in the following terms :— 

“T declare that the merchandise shown in this entrv 

(1) is not first consigned from Germany to the United 

Kinedom, and (2) is wholly manufactured or produced 

outside Germany, or, being partially manufactured o1 

produced in Germany, 25 per cent. or more of the 

value is attributable to processes of manufacture 
undergone since the goods last left Germany.”’ 

This declaration may be written, stamped or typed either 
on the face of the entrv (anvwhere above the declarant’s 
sionature) or on the back: in the latter case the endorsed 
declaration must be signed by the person siening the entry, 
and the declaration on the face must include the following : 

“T declare that the statements endorsed on the back 
hereof are true.”’ 
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GOVERNMENT NOTICES AFFECTING TRADE—continued 





1U. Certificates of Origin.—Every declaration under par. 9 
must be supported by a Certificate of Origin signed by a 
British?Consular Officer, except where the total value of the 
consignment does not exceed £5. Full instructions with 
regard to these certificates have been communicated to 
Consular Officers. 

1l. Entries for goods from extra-European countries will 
for the present continue to be accepted without the special 
declaration or Certificate of Origin in the absence of suspicion 
of the German origin of the goods. 

12. Non-German and German Goods to be on different 
Entries.—Goods claimed to be outside the operation of the 
Act and goods not so claimed, must be entered on different 
entries. 

13. Declarations: how to be made.—Declarations under 
paragraphs 5 and 9 will be accepted from the actual importer 
himself, if an individual; in the case of a limited liability 
company, from any officer of the company, duly authorised 
under seal, or from the managing director, or the secretary ; 
in the case of a private company, from one of the partners; 
or else by a firm carrying on business as a shipping or for- 
warding agent to whom the importer has given the necessary 
written authority to act as his agent for Customs purposes. 
This written authority will be taken to have given the agent 
implied authority to carry out all the business (including 
the making of the necessary declaration of value) in the 
usual way by his clerks or servants. Where an entry is 
presented by a clerk in the employment of an authorised 
firm, and not by a person himself expressly authorised, the 
declaration on the entry must bear the declarant’s full signa- 
ture, viz., ‘“‘A.B., clerk to X & Co.,’’ and not merely 
“X & Co.,” or “X & Co., pp. A.B.” 

14. Goods Exported to Germany to undergo a Process.— 
These goods on re-importation will be liable to a payment of 
50 per cent. of the price to be paid for the execution of the 
process. Goods exported for this purpose should be pro- 
duced with an application in the approved: Form No. 141 
(Sale) to the Customs for examination before exportation, in 
order to ensure their identification on return. Failure to 
establish identity on re-importation may involve liability to 
reparation payment on the whole value of the goods, instead 
of merely on the cost of the process.* 

15. Importation by Parcel Post.—The aforegoing direc- 
tions apply to goods imported by parcel post. 

Custom House, London, E.C. 3. 

March, 1921. 

(Notice No. 53.) 


EXEMPTION OF CONTRACTS, ETC., BEFORE 
8TH MARCH, 1921. 


Section 1 (1) of the Act provides that the Act shall not 
apply to goods imported before the 15th day of April, 1921, 
if it is proved to the satisfaction of the Commissioners of 
Customs and Excise that the goods are imported in pur- 
suance of a contract entered into before the 8th March, 1921. 

Section 3 (6) of the Act provides that where it is proved 
to the satisfaction of the Commissioners that by reason of 
any payment or advance made, consideration given, or 
obligation undertaken before the 8th March, 1921, the sum 
_ payable to the Commissioners under the Act exceeds the 
amount remaining due from the importer in respect of the 
goods imported, the sum payable to the Commissioners shall 
be reduced by the amount of such excess. 

Persons claiming exemption from the operations of the 
Act under these provisions should apply to the Commissioners 
of Customs and Excise, Custom House, London, E.C., sub- 
mitting full documentary evidence of the contract, payment, 
advance, etc. If original contracts, etc., cannot conveniently 
be submitted, copies sworn as true copies before a Commis- 
sioner for Oaths may be lodged. Statutory declarations 
stating the extent to which the contract, etc., is unfulfilled, 
or certificates to the same effect bv chartered or incorporated 
accountants must be submitted. The Commissioners reserve 
to themselves the right to call for further evidence in any 
case. 

When documents submitted are in a foreign language, a 
translation must be furnished. 

On the Commissioners being satisfied as to the validity of 
a claim under Section 1 (1) they will issue to the applicant 
an authority to import to the extent of the outstanding 
amount, which will be valid for importations at any port in 
the United Kingdom up to the 14th April, 1921, inclusive. 
This authority will have to be produced for endorsement on 
each occasion at which exemption from the operations of the 
Act is claimed thereunder. 

Special authorit+y will be issued by the Commissioners with 
regard to each valid claim under Section 3 (6). 

Custom House, London, E.C. 3. 

March, 1921. 
(Notice No. 54.) 











Commercial Returns. 


ee weed 


COTTON IMPORTS AND EXPORTS, 
THE WEEKLY RETURN. 


Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and Exported 
at the various Ports of the United Kingdom during the 
week and 12 weeks ending 24th March, 1921 :— 





—_ 


Week 12 Weeks Week 12 Weeks 
ended ended ended ended 

24th March/24th March/i24th March|24th March 
1921. 1921. 1921. 1921. 








ImpPo|Bts. EXP/ORTS. 
Bales. Bales. Bales. Bales. 
American — 15,042 402,738 5,446 57,107 


Brasilien . — “a 5.641 818 1,352 
East Indian = 168 12,135 60 5,982 














tian . 6,681 68,089 508 8,971 
scellaneous 16,216* 47,749t 363 3,756 


536,252 7,195 77,168 





Total =| 38,107 

















* Including 529 bales British West Indian, 948 bales British 
West African and 7,268 bales British East African. 

t Including 997 bales British West Indian, 7,735 bales British 
West African, 7,515 bales British East African, and 806 bales 
Foreign East African. 





CORN PRICES. 


SrarEMENT showing the Quantities Sold and Average Price of 
British Corn, per Quarter of 8 Bushels, Imperial Measure,* 
as received from the Inspectors of Corn Returns in the v.eek 
ae 26th March, 1921, pursuant to the Corn Returns Act, 
1882. 





Average Price. 
Barley. 





¢ 





Week ended 26th March, 1921. 
Corresponding week in— 
1914 
1915 
1916 
1917 
1918 
1919 
1920 
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*® Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that where returns 
of purchases of British corn are made to the local inspector of Corn 
Returns in any cther measure than the imperial bushel or by weight or 
by a weighed measure. that officer phall convert such returns into the 
imperia) bushel, and in the case of -weight or weighed measure the 
conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty imperial pounds for every 
bushel of wheat, fifty imperial pounds for every bushel of barley, and 
thirty-nine imperial pounds for every bushel of oat. 











WORLD AGRICULTURAL OUTLOOK. 


The Statistical Bureau of the International Institute of 
Agriculture (Rome) has issued a Bulletin which includes 
returns of all the 1920 cereal crops in countries furnishing 
complete data, and comprises also results of the 1920-21 crops 
in the Southern Hemisphere. 

The wheat crop of Argentina is announced as 5 million 
metric tons against 5:8 million metric tons last season, and 
an average of 4:4 million metric tons, while Australia reports 
a crop of nearly 4 million metric tons as compared with 1:3 
million metric tons last year, and an average of about 3 
million metric tons. | 

The aggregate crops as indicated in this publication are 
(in millions of metric tons) :— 

Average 
| 1914 to 
1920-21. 1919-20. 1918-19 
72-1 69-4 72-7 
12-2 13-7 
15°8 18-5 
40-7 45-8 
Maize (Northern Hemisphere only) 88-4 79-7 76-8 

The Southern Hemisphere data for maize crops are not yet 
available. 

As compared with last season winter sowings have decreased 
by 3 per cent. in the United States, but a full area has been 
planted in Beleium, Spain, and the United Kingdom. 

Winter conditions have been mainly favourable for cereal 
crops in Western Europe, in North America, and North 


Africa, and in Japan, but too dry in India. 
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